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On a dynamic and challenging global stage 
 Pittsburgh Theological Seminary plays its part in 
  God’s redemption of the world through Jesus Christ 
    By preparing leaders who proclaim with great joy 
     God’s message of good news in both word and deed!

Wise leaders who demonstrate with 

integrity how to build joyful 

communities by creating with God’s 

help positive, happy and healthy 

cultures where people “speak the 

truth in love” and understand that real 

friendship in Christ means having the 

right to disagree knowing that mutual 

respect and affection are not at stake

vision statement

To view the full mission and vision statements,  

visit www.pts.edu/aboutus.



On a dynamic and challenging global stage 
 Pittsburgh Theological Seminary plays its part in 
  God’s redemption of the world through Jesus Christ 
    By preparing leaders who proclaim with great joy 
     God’s message of good news in both word and deed! that “acknowledging” disagreement as a “right” implies maintaining 

mutual respect. For disagreeing Christians, it also implies maintaining 

mutual affection as equally beloved members of God’s family.

Respectful disagreement that does not diminish Christian affection leads 

to living in joyful community, which in turn makes the gospel attractive 

to those who do not yet know Christ. In Acts 2:46-47 we read of the 

fledgling church: 

And day by day continuing with one mind in 

the temple, and breaking bread from house to 

house, they were taking their meals together with 

gladness and sincerity of heart, praising God, and 

having favor with all the people. And the Lord 

was adding to their number day by day those who 

were being saved.

 Who doesn’t want to be part of a community characterized by true joy 

and genuine friendship undergirded by the unshakable love of God?

Happiness comes and goes. The joy of Christ is enduring—and 

he intends this gift for all humanity. Because he does, part of our 

educational task involves preparing Christian leaders whose intellectual 

growth results in their ever-deepening joy in Christ, their respect and 

affection for disagreeing brothers and sisters, and their able building 

of communities characterized by these same qualities. Authentic 

participation in Christ’s redemptive work in the world requires no less of 

us at Pittsburgh Seminary.

May the joy of the Lord be with you.

Hear the word of the Lord:

“And when they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy” 

(Mt 2:10).

“These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may be in you, and that 

your joy may be made full” (Jn 15:11).

“. . . for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but 

righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Rom 14:17).

“. . . the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness,. . .” (Gal 2:22).

“‘Well done, good and faithful servant. . . . Enter into the joy of your 

master’” (Mt 25:21).

Judging from these references and some 177 other occurrences of 

the word “joy” in the Old and New Testaments, joy is a major part of 

God’s will for humanity. What better reason could there be for including 

the work of building joyful communities as a goal for graduates of a 

seminary centered on the gospel of Jesus Christ?

At his birth, Jesus brought joy to us. 

He intends that we be full of His joy. 

The kingdom of God consists in joy. 

The Holy Spirit evidences God’s presence in us

   through joy. 

And we are ultimately destined for joy.

At Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, we focus on serving Christ with 

our minds. As students of the Word, we make becoming like Christ 

the ultimate goal of our academic study and intellectual growth. And 

likeness to Christ involves, in large part, embodying his joy.

Part of building joyful Christian community—in the academy and in the 

Church—involves acknowledging each others’ right to disagree. Note 

letter from the president

the rev. dr. William J. Carl iii
President and Professor of Homiletics
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CELEBRATION 
OF GIVING 
CORRECTION
In our most recent Celebration of Giving, 

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary said thank 

you to our donors—friends, alumnae/i, 

churches, organizations, and Seminary 

employees—for their generous donations 

from June 1, 2009-May 31, 2010. In that 

publication, we failed to recognize Jeanette 

Rapp, who gave in memory of her late 

husband, Richard J. Rapp ’58. Please accept 

our apologies and thanks for your continued 

support.
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SPEAKING 
THE TRUTH 
IN LOVE

H
e threw up his hands as he chuckled and said, “You’re 

so strange. How can I have such deep respect for 

someone with whom I disagree about so much?” 

She smiled as she thought for a moment. Then she 

responded, “We’ve been at this discussion a long time. 

It used to be an argument. Now it feels more like a family squabble 

over dinner.” This quieted him a moment before he tenderly said, “Yes. 

You’re the sister I love and don’t understand.” He meant both things 

sincerely.

They had been carefully debating a very important theological issue. It 

was not the first class I taught that included these two students, and 

it was not their first disagreement. When they arrived at the Seminary, 

they found each other’s ideas not only strange, but also threatening. 

Now they are about to graduate as two future pastors who still disagree 

about important issues, but they are no longer strangers. These days, 

the “You’re so strange” comment is spoken the same way siblings tease 

each other. 

They are both very bright, dedicated, and deeply spiritual; and they 

are both going to make terrific pastors. Clearly, they’re not headed for 

the same type of congregation, but during their time at our seminary 

they learned how to “speak the truth in love.” More importantly, they 

discovered that there is more truth than either of them knew. Their 

loving friendship opened their souls to receive echoes of the Holy Spirit 

from each other.

One of the great gifts of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary to its students 

is that the faculty insists on creating this community of respectful, 

even loving conversation about important issues over which faithful 

Christians debate. We refuse to sweep our sincerely held disagreements 

about the truth under the rug for the sake of a sentimental notion of 

civility. But we also refuse to allow any disagreement to tear apart our 

unity in Jesus Christ. 
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We believe that one of the central tenets of the family of God is 

offering hospitality to the stranger in our midst. Doing so is never 

harder than when the stranger is a brother or sister in Christ whose 

theology is not only different, but also challenging to our own. One 

of the first lessons the early Church had to learn was how to accept 

the Samaritan, Gentile, and even eunuch who believed in Jesus Christ 

as Savior but who brought with this belief a lot of assumptions that 

were foreign to the Jewish-Christian community in Jerusalem. The 

contemporary Church has continued to live out of this primal heritage 

by learning how to accept the stranger God has chosen to include in 

the community of Christian faith.

Some seminaries publish detailed, extensive doctrinal statements 

to which all faculty members must subscribe, and against which 

all students are evaluated. We’re not that kind of seminary. Other 

seminaries strive to represent a collection of diverse theological 

perspectives with no concern about a unifying tradition. We’re not that 

kind of seminary either.

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is very clear about its center in Jesus 

Christ. And we have a centering mission to build bridges to the world 

around us. All of our faculty and administrators affirm this unifying 

center. And all of our students conduct their studies with crystal-

clear conviction that they are learning the sufficiency of this centered 

theology for the practice of ministry and scholarship. This centering 

tradition frees us from developing required secondary doctrinal 

subscriptions about which faithful Christians may disagree. 

The Reformation claimed that the Church exists wherever the Word 

is faithfully proclaimed and the sacraments are administered. This 

theological heritage has taught us that if we are clear about the center, 

we don’t have to be anxious about the boundaries.

 

Communities of faith that draw distinct lines at their boundaries 

are very concerned to maintain theological homogeneity. If anyone 

disagrees with the orthodoxy the community has established, he or 

she is considered to be outside the boundaries. The effect is that the 

community becomes a school for inculcating a particular theological 

perspective. Disagreements and debate are discouraged and even 

considered dangerous to the community. These communities may as 

well have a sign over their portal that says, “No Strangers Allowed.”

By contrast, communities of faith that define themselves at the center—

communities such as Pittsburgh Seminary—aren’t concerned about 

boundary issues. That’s because we believe the center will hold. 

Our center is Jesus Christ. He is all we need to hold together diverse 

backgrounds, perspectives on issues confronting society, and prevailing 

debates on theology. Here, strangers in Christ are just part of the family. 

Our insistence on learning to love the theological stranger in our 

midst is not limited to the student body. The faculty of Pittsburgh 

Theological Seminary disagrees about many important contemporary 

issues, such as homosexuality, the best forms of worship, the value of 

the Enlightenment, and even about administrative matters concerning 

the curriculum. But we all confess a devotion to our common center in 

Jesus Christ. Since we have clarity about the center, we can afford to 

engage in vigorous debate about anything else without fear that these 

disagreements will tear the Seminary apart. The center will hold.

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary does not exist for its own sake. It is 

a servant of the Church with a mission to prepare its next generation 

of leaders. We believe that it is critical for future pastors and Christian 

leaders to learn how to lead by this centered defining strategy. They 

will serve congregations and groups of Christians with diverse opinions 

about every important issue—and a whole lot of unimportant but 

potentially divisive debates. It will be critical to our graduates’ vocational 

success to know how to hold together this diversity. 

As students at our seminary they will learn how to do exactly that. They 

will learn it through the theology we present to them, and they will 

learn it by what they see modeled in the faculty, who has long learned 

how to disagree well, constructively, and without alienating fear about 

boundary issues. That’s because we all maintain an intense loyalty to 

our unifying center in Jesus Christ.

To be centered in Jesus Christ means not only that we have a 

theological core to our work, but it also means that we are devoted 

to actually loving the stranger in our midst. One of the things that got 

our Savior in trouble was his relentless devotion to including the sinner 

and the marginalized in the community of God’s gracious love. We are 

happy to inherit this Christological trouble.

At Pittsburgh Theological Seminary we strive not just to tolerate, but 

also to love those with whom we disagree about very important issues. 

Thus we are not only a school but also a Christian community bound 

together, in Christ.

Before long, the young man and woman who in my seminar disagreed 

with each other over theology will become pastors. It will then be 

critical that they know how to nurture their congregations into 

winsome and diverse communities of faith who know how to speak the 

truth in love. That’s a skill our seminary is devoted to teaching. We do 

that by returning to the center—life in the family of Jesus Christ. 

“You are so strange. And I love you.”

The Rev. Dr. M. Craig Barnes is the 
Robert Meneilly Professor of Leadership 
and Ministry and pastor of Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church.

Building Joyful Communities
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Building Joyful Communities

J
esus began his public ministry by drawing together a 

community: brothers, business partners, associates, strangers, 

fishermen, even a tax collector—a diverse and motley crew 

to be sure, but a community nonetheless. Obviously Jesus felt 

that community was important! He spent his entire earthly 

ministry modeling how to live in community with others. In so doing 

he taught humility, hospitality, understanding, compassion, love, and 

forgiveness. 

Recently, I had the opportunity to speak with one of the most joy-filled 

people I have ever known—the Rev. Dr. Robert L. Kelley Jr. ’51—on the 

subject of building joyful communities. “A joyful community doesn’t 

happen by decree,” he explained. “It’s a by-product of an attitude of 

affirmation. That affirmation begins with a recognition and appreciation 

of the gifts found in others. And remember, joy itself is a gift—one of 

the fruits of the Spirit.”

Community, as Bob Kelley points out, is the combination of two words, 

“common” and “unity,” and “common unity” can be found only in 

Christ. Chapter 2 of Philippians—one of Bob’s favorite books—gives 

concrete instruction for building a joyful community: be of the same 

mind that was in Christ Jesus. And what was that mindset? One of 

humble obedience to God. Jesus the Christ, though fully divine, did 

not exploit his equality with God. Instead, he did the opposite—he 

“emptied” himself by becoming obedient even to the point of suffering 

a humiliating form of execution: death on a cross. 

Jesus’ self-sacrificial redemption of human beings not only grounds a 

Christian’s joy but actually compels it. Paul called on the Philippians to 

reflect this joy in their conduct as members of the Christian community. 

He instructed the Philippians to stop putting their individual interests 

and selfish ambitions first. Inner joy over their redemption by Christ 

was to issue in outward beneficence toward others in their Christian 

community.

Bob also points out Paul’s observation in Philippians 1:27: “The life 

worthy of the gospel involves ‘standing firm in one spirit, striving side 

by side with one mind.’” If we are to be “in Christ,” then we must 

share the attitude of Christ—an individual attitude that seeks unity with 

other Christians in spirit, setting, and mind. 

Clearly, Jesus considered community a vital part of Christian identity. 

Clearly, Paul considered community to be vital for the Church. So 

clearly, the Church today needs to take community seriously. As a 

graduate school preparing leaders for the Church, Pittsburgh Seminary 

must model the kind of community we are preparing our students to 

build after they graduate—a community that joyfully celebrates the self-

emptying, unifying love of our Redeemer.

The Seminary’s vision statement charges us to “demonstrate with 

integrity how to build joyful communities . . . where people ‘speak the 

truth in love’ and understand that real friendship in Christ means having 

the right to disagree knowing that mutual respect and affection are not 

at stake.” Keying off Paul’s instructions to the Philippians, Bob observes 

buildinG 
Joyful 
CommunitieS

the embodiment 

of Joy 

t
o find someone who models the building of a joyful 

community, you need look no farther than the Rev. 

Dr. Robert L. Kelley Jr., G. Albert Shoemaker Professor 

Emeritus of Bible and Archaeology. Throughout his 63-

year affiliation with Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, 

Bob has exuded joy—first as a student, then as a professor, then upon 

retirement as a member of the Alumnae/i Council, and currently as a 

member of the Board of Directors. He is the very embodiment of his 

motto, JOY:

4 PANORAMA
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Building Joyful Communities

J: Jesus first
O: Others second
Y: Yourself last

Bob inherited his philosophy of life from devout, caring parents and 

found it continually enhanced by being an integral part of their church’s 

life and witness. That philosophy was underlined by the church. His 

mother, an elementary school principal, stressed there was a “key to 

unlock every child.” A person just had to be patient to discover that 

key. She made it a point to visit every home in her district that had a 

child in school. Bob’s father taught him the importance of learning how 

to deal with people in all walks of life.

Bob also learned from his mentors and more experienced members 

of the faculty. He certainly learned his life lessons well. Whenever you 

entered Dr. Kelley’s classroom, true joy was palpable. Even students who 

feared Greek were delighted to be in his class.

Why were students so drawn to him? Because Dr. Kelley learned your 

name—and never forgot it! He studied the People Finder and asked 

questions about your family. He paid attention; he listened; he affirmed; 

he guided; he respected; he celebrated not only his students, but 

also every member of the Seminary community. Most of all, Dr. Kelley 

prayed and continues to pray for a very long list of people.

During his years of teaching New Testament, Bob had his students study 

a devotional by John Killinger. On one of its pages, that devotional 

asks the question, “Will it matter that I was?” Yes, Dr. Kelley, it most 

certainly will. 

that fulfilling this goal starts with demonstrating humility and putting 

the needs of our colleagues and co-workers before our own. 

In Luke 14:10-11 Jesus comments on the opposite behavior by guests 

at a banquet who automatically chose a place of honor at the dinner 

table. He countered this conduct by teaching his followers, “. . . when 

you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your 

host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you 

will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 

For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 

themselves will be exalted.” Jesus practiced what he preached: through 

his own humility on the cross, God exalted him. In the end, when a 

person demonstrates humility everybody benefits—everybody has 

reason for joy.

A community whose members practice humility nurtures a culture of 

mutual respect. Being of the same mind as Christ Jesus does not mean 

that we all automatically begin to think alike. It means that while we 

do not always think alike, we maintain an attitude of humility that 

recognizes as valuable the thoughts, abilities, and actions of others. 

Open dialogue results in such a community and paves the way for 

measuring ideas, values, and ethics according to the standards set 

by Jesus himself, rather than pitting one community member against 

another. 

Open dialogue is grounded in listening before one speaks. Christians 

in community enjoy the privilege of listening first to God’s direction 

through the gift of the Holy Spirit. Then, trusting that the Spirit is 

also active in the hearts and minds of fellow community members, 

Christians can listen not just to hear but also to understand one 

another. True understanding shapes and tempers the sharing of one’s 

own conclusions, especially when they differ from another person’s, so 

that “speaking the truth in love” does not end up breeding animosity 

and division. Such faithful and genuine dialogue is necessary for 

working together to build up the kingdom of God.

We also build joyful community in the kingdom of God through 

affirmation. Affirmation starts with taking notice of those around 

us. It flowers when we vocalize our thanks for a person’s concrete 

contribution to our common task as Christians. Letting fellow Christians 

know they are appreciated, valued, and respected brings joy to the 

whole community.

Finally, but most importantly, prayer builds joyful, mutually respectful 

community. A joyful community will be one that prays to God for 

discernment, prays for its members, and prays together! It is impossible 

to be the community of people Jesus calls us to be by acting in isolation 

from our co-workers in the kingdom of God.

Both as individual followers of Christ and as communities of Christians, 

our help and our joy come from discovering together that we “can do 

all things through Christ, who strengthens” us (Phil 4:13), and “nothing 

will be impossible with God” (Lk 1:37).

The Rev. Carolyn Cranston ’99 is the
director of alumnae/i and church 
relations.
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Dr. Robert Ball spoke in chapel last 

November as Pittsburgh Theological 

Seminary’s first Shoemaker 

Distinguished Preacher. Ball served as 

an intelligence officer in the United 

States Air Force before earning three 

degrees in theology, spending 28 

years in the pastorate, and then 

becoming executive director of the 

State of California’s Self-Esteem 

Task Force. Now retired, he leads 

continuing education seminars at 

the University of Texas at Austin. 

Here are extended excerpts from 

his sermon based on Luke 6:27-36. 

Read and listen to the full version of 

his sermon online at www.pts.edu/

Panorama.

BUILDING JOYFUL COMMUNITIES

PRACTICE 
COMPASSION
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Excerpts from President William J. Carl’s convocation sermon, “The Dignity of Difference,” 

given in Hicks Memorial Chapel Sept. 7, 2010

W
e see and hear things from our own perspective. We have very 

different perspectives, and that is a good thing. In the Pentecost 

story, people come together from all over the world and move 

forward with a common vision and purpose, even though they 

disagree on a few things.

But this wonderful picture is much too idyllic for our time. These days we seem to be 

at each other’s throats in both the Church and the world. Frank Newport, president of 

Gallup Poll, says, “Every poll we run confirms it: we are a nation divided against itself, 

and we cannot seem to fix it.” We are embroiled in a truly un-civil war.

Even in the church we are fighting each other every day. Jonathan Swift observed that we 

have “just enough religion to make us hate one another but not enough religion to make 

us love one another.” Part of the problem is that we don’t know how to talk to people 

who are different. What we need is a politics of paradox—a kind of dialectical tension 

where real friendship in Christ means that we have the right to disagree knowing that 

mutual respect and affection are not at stake.

Pentecost is the symbol of the true peace we can have in our own community right here 

and right now. Pentecost is the symbol of how things can be when we allow the Spirit of 

God to open our hearts to one another.

How does the Spirit do that? In two ways: by helping us recognize the dignity of our 

differences, and by helping us listen to each other—especially those with whom we 

disagree—in a way we have never listened before. Then we begin to meet God in the 

face of the stranger.

Listening to people with whom you disagree isn’t easy. It starts with admitting that 

occasionally you just might be wrong. But listening to someone who disagrees with you is 

a sign of real strength and humility.

To read and listen to the full version of Dr. Carl’s sermon, visit www.pts.edu/Panorama.

This Spring the World Mission Initiative at PTS 

sent nearly 60 students and leaders on eight 

cross-cultural trips. Along with creating awareness 

of the needs and perspectives of others around 

the globe—both Christians and non-Christians—

the trips cultivate openness and generate 

creativity for effective participation in Christ’s 

work throughout the world.
6 PANORAMA
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“I say to you who listen . . . .” Why would Jesus say that with his 

disciples seated quietly in front of him—couldn’t he assume they’d be 

listening? Apparently Jesus knew that though many would hear his 

words, few would really listen. Hearing happens automatically, but 

listening is a matter of habit and choice. To listen we must set aside 

our own thoughts and convictions long enough to take in the other 

person’s thoughts and convictions.

How often do we really listen to Jesus—to 
commands such as “Love your enemies” or “Do 
good to those who hate you”?

In Luke 6:27-36 Jesus is speaking specifically to people who’ve made 

the choice to follow him. Jesus never asks his disciples to do anything 

for others that God has not already done for us. And what is God 

doing? God is loving us. Love is something we humans can never 

create. We can only believe and receive it, and only then do we have 

love to share with others. “We love because he first loved us,” the 

“ungrateful and the wicked” (Lk 6:35). When I reflect on God’s mercy 

toward me, it changes who I am and what I do.

In verse 31 Jesus says, “Do to others as you would have others do 

to you.” He has a reason for wanting us to listen. He wants us to 

move into action—to do something. We’ve heard the Golden Rule 

all our lives, but have we actually listened to it? Have we given other 

people what we want for ourselves—respect and the benefit of the 

doubt? Patient listening without judgment, criticism, or interruption? 

Opportunities to apologize and start over again? The purpose of Jesus’ 

command is to transform us into human beings living in loving human 

relationships. 

In verse 36 Jesus gives a second command: “Be merciful just as your 

Father is merciful.” There’s a reward for being merciful: by practicing 

compassion, we become the human beings we were created to be. To 

receive that reward, we have to make a choice.

Even Jesus had to choose to be who he really was. His identity as the 

beloved Son of God was challenged in the wilderness, where, under 

conditions of intense trauma, he had to choose the identity given 

to him in order to make it his own. Satan began his temptations by 

challenging that identity: “If you are the Son of God . . . .” Jesus 

rejected each of the identity options set before him in order to be who 

he really was. He made that choice again and again right to the very 

end by sharing his Father’s love and mercy with the very men who were 

crucifying him.

Like Jesus, we must choose again and again to be the beloved of God. 

And Jesus tells us exactly how that is done: by being merciful to others 

in the same way that our heavenly Father is merciful to us.

Choosing to entrust our lives to the love of God changes who we are 

and what we do. Instead of reacting to other people, we’re able to act 

mercifully toward them. That’s when we are most authentically human. 

Practicing compassion is the best thing we can do to enrich the lives of 

the people around us. And practicing compassion turns out to be the 

best thing we can do for ourselves. Thankfully, if we as Christians fail 

in our efforts to practice compassion today, we can be forgiven and 

choose to go at it again tomorrow—no matter how old we are.

BUILDING JOYFUL COMMUNITIES

ION

The Rev. Dr. Robert Ball served as an 
intelligence officer in the United States 
Air Force before earning three degrees 
in theology and spending 28 years in the 
pastorate.
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H
is laugh is contagious. As he hurries through the halls, 

you hear his cane hit the ground, his pleasantries 

directed to all he passes, and most certainly his laugh. 

It is a deep belly laugh, one that vibrates to the core, 

not a giggle or grunt. And, it’s because of Jesus.

The Rev. Dr. Steven Tuell, James A. Kelso Associate Professor of Hebrew 

and Old Testament, explains: “I’m always laughing and smiling because 

of the Good News. We know how 

it ends; it ends well. How can we 

help but smile and laugh?”

Growing up in a family where he 

knew he was loved, affirmed, and 

supported, Tuell had the confidence 

through which to discover his future 

calling. Following his graduation 

from West Virginia Wesleyan he 

attended Princeton Theological 

Seminary, where he earned his 

M.Div. He became an ordained 

elder in The United Methodist 

Church and served churches in 

Pennsylvania, New Jersey, West 

Virginia, and Virginia. 

Though Tuell initially wanted to be a pastor, he found his calling as 

a teacher. After completing his doctorate in Hebrew Bible at Union 

Theological Seminary in Virginia, he taught at Erskine College and 

Randolph-Macon College and received numerous awards for excellence 

in teaching—no small feat, as he taught religious studies, often to 

students with no faith foundation. “I was an evangelist,” he recalls. 

“It was a joy to be there with these students when they discovered 

the power of God’s Word.” PTS is the first seminary at which Tuell has 

taught. “Here you don’t have to apologize that people have to study 

Scripture. I’m preaching to the choir!”

Tuell’s excellence in teaching and good-natured demeanor make him 

a favorite among students here. During a first-year Hebrew course he 

shared a story with his students, who were having trouble being taken 

seriously in the churches in which they were serving internships. When 

he was in seminary, Tuell had had the same problem. Following one 

particular sermon an elderly member of the congregation approached 

him. “I thought that she was going to comment on my wonderful 

sermon. Instead she said, ‘I think they should make a Steve Tuell 

doll—all soft and plump and 

fuzzy.’ It burst my homiletical 

bubble,” he related. (It also 

gave then-student the Rev. 

Janice Good ’08 an idea. A 

whiz with a sewing needle, 

Good created the Tuell Doll 

[pictured] complete with cane, 

small rimmed glasses, and 

tweed sport coat!) Tuell’s good-

natured reflection regarding 

the elderly congregant’s 

comment (and to Good’s Tuell 

Doll) modeled for his students 

the good will that comes from 

being grounded in the joy of 

Christ. 

As Tuell explains, “A community constituted around joy will think of 

its identity in different ways.” It will exude a sense of inclusion, not 

exclusion, because such a community understands itself in terms of 

God’s inclusive love. At Pittsburgh Seminary, he observes, “We aren’t 

a community of right versus left, liberal versus conservative. We are 

confessional, which provides a core around which we can create 

community despite our differences in ideas.”

Though the source of his laughter comes from Jesus, the sound comes 

from his dad. “Family gatherings growing up always contained a lot of 

laughter,” Tuell said. He’s keeping up the tradition—admirably!

BUILDING JOYFUL COMMUNITIES

THE SIMPLE ANSWER IS JESUS

“A community constituted around joy will think of its identity in different ways.”
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M
ore countries gathered here than are even 

represented in the United Nations.* It may very 

well be the most diverse gathering ever. Cape 

Town 2010 brought together 4,200 Christians 

from 198 countries and hundreds more ethnic 

groups. This event was the third major gathering of Christian leaders 

as part of the Lausanne Congress, started in 1974 under the leadership 

of people such as Billy Graham, Leighton Ford, John R. W. Stott, Renee 

Padilla, and Samuel Escobar. The 

purposes of the gathering were to 

honor the centennial of the 1910 

Edinburgh Missionary Conference 

and to study and celebrate 

mission to unreached people for 

the 21st century, mission that is 

now dominated by non-western 

churches. 

This congress, representative 

of the major evangelical global 

movement today, demonstrated 

evangelicalism as a dynamic, 

lively, and ecumenical community. 

Anglican participation was very 

strong, not only from Africa and 

Asia, but also from the West. 

According to a World Council of 

Churches observer, Orthodox attenders felt included and involved, as 

did Roman Catholic participants. The emphasis on social issues was so 

strong that some well known Western speakers seemed troubled; they 

directly reminded delegates of the centrality of gospel proclamation.

Such a reminder was not necessary, however. The event was not going 

to be led by Western evangelicalism. The new, strong, and authoritative 

voices from Africa, Asia, and Latin America were the main story. Most 

of the delegates were non-Western, and about one-third were women. 

The absence of more than 200 Chinese delegates—invited but blocked 

from attending by their government—left a large gap, yet the Congress 

seemed even more united through their support of the Chinese and 

other churches struggling under various social, economic, and religious 

pressures. 

For global Christianity, this event was seminal. Its documents (“The 

Cape Town Commitment: A Declaration of Belief and a Call to 

Action”) detail the movement’s 

methodology (Bible study around 

tables) and its representation of 

21st-century global Christianity. 

The disagreements over 

social justice ministries and 

the role of women in church 

leadership—older and Western 

disagreements—will take a back 

seat in the global evangelical 

Christian movement, a movement 

that is much more ecumenical 

than most people ever imagined.

At Cape Town 2010, High Church 

Anglicans sang and chanted the 

Nicene Creed with Zionist African, 

Salvation Army, Lutheran, Baptist, 

and even American Presbyterian 

Christians at the final Eucharist service. The music and worship, the 

small Bible study groups, and table fellowship at each meal seemed to 

ignite passion for God’s mission as well as for Christian unity, joyfully 

celebrated by delegates from all over the world at this memorable 

gathering. John 17:23 comes to mind as I recall the friendships 

and encounters, “I in them and you in me, that they may become 

completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me 

and have loved them even as you have loved me.” 

The Rev. Dr. Scott W. Sunquist is the professor of world 
Christianity. 

THE MOST DIVERSE 
GATHERING . . . EVER?

* The United Nations includes 192 member countries. 

At Cape Town 2010, High Church Professor Scott Sunquist (pictured second row center) with his table 
fellowship partners: a Nigerian missionary working in Cameroon, a 
Myanmar woman working with displaced people, a Zambian Baptist 
Seminary president, and a German church planter

For global Christianity, this event was seminal.
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a haiti filled 
with hoPe
two ChurCheS merGe

10 PANORAMA

i
s God calling us to merge?

That was the question two historic churches in McKeesport, 

Pa., were asking themselves three years ago—Immanuel United 

Presbyterian Church, begun in 1798 as First United Presbyterian 

Church, and Central Presbyterian Church, begun in 1891. I was serving 

as pastor at Central and then was called first as Moderator, then as 

Temporary Stated Supply at Immanuel. These formerly thriving and now 

struggling churches were suffering from the radical decline of both 

population and economic vitality in McKeesport.

Until 30 years earlier, both congregations had experienced healthy 

growth. Situated in different parts of McKeesport, each church had 

developed a strong ministry and mission and was able to maintain its 

own building and grounds. But after the demise of the steel industry 

and the loss of G. C. Murphy Corporate there in the mid 1980s, 

McKeesport’s population dropped from 50,000 to 25,000, with many 

of the city’s residents living at or below poverty level. Most members 

of Immanuel and Central churches moved outside the city. Their 

memberships declined, and even their sharing of my time and pastoral 

expenses proved too little too late to stem the tide of dwindling 

resources.

But a partnership established between the churches was flourishing. 

Shared dinners, special worship services, and Bible studies eventually led 

to joint Sunday morning services. I had begun serving both churches in 

February 2007, but we had made an informal covenant from the start 

not to mention the “m”-word—merger. After all, Immanuel constituted 

the earliest organized place of worship in McKeesport. Before even any 

discussion of merging took place, its membership would need to feel 

comfortable talking about the idea.

That day came a year and a half later. All aspects of the shared 

pastorate and partnership were going very well—all except one. The 

logistics of Sunday morning worship and Sunday school remained a 

problem: I simply could not be in two places at one time. Schedule 

changes for Sunday morning activities at both churches and my 

unavoidably late arrival for 11:00 a.m. worship at Central took their toll.

In the summer of 2007 we experimented. For four consecutive Sundays, 

we held joint Sunday morning worship services. The trial proved a 

positive experience for both congregations and planted seeds for the 

possibility of becoming one church. In early 2008, at a joint elders and 

deacons retreat, the session members of Immanuel told me privately 

that they wanted to respond to Central’s earlier, initial invitation to 

think about the possibility of merging sometime in the future.

Now we were free to begin openly asking the question, “Is God 

calling us to merge?” And we did so formally in April, when Pittsburgh 

Presbytery’s the Rev. Judy Slater moderated a special meeting of both 

churches’ sessions.

There are no words to describe what happened that night. Only once 

before in my 35 years of ministry have I witnessed a meeting in which 

the Holy Spirit took complete control. When all was said and done, 

both sessions—separately, but in each other’s presence—agreed by 

unanimous vote that God was calling our churches to merge. When in 

early May we presented the proposal to each congregation, the motion 

received a total of only two “no” votes.

The “no” votes were rooted in anxiety: neither church wanted to 

give up its site. Each building and property had strengths. Each had 

weaknesses. Neither was ideal. I remained resolved not to compromise 

my pastoral relationship for the sake of a building, so I sought to steer 

clear of influences in the one decision that could bring the merger to 

a screeching halt. Toward this end I recommended that, for all matters 

related to our choice of site, we hire an outside consultant—the Rev. 

Carolyn Cranston ‘99, a member of the Presbytery Administrative 

Commission for Merger and director of alumnae/i and church 

relations at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.

Under Cranston’s leadership, and with the help of other “wise 

counselors,” a consolidation committee with members from both 

churches eventually recommended to their sessions that the Central site 

be chosen to house the new ministry. Members of Immanuel’s session 

shed many tears, with Central’s looking on in sympathetic silence, but 

both groups voted to recommend the decision to their congregations.

Understandably, tensions rose when, in December 2008 at a combined 

meeting of the two churches, a step-by-step explanation of the site 

decision was presented. A few members pressed hard about the 

process and claimed it had been manipulated. When the time came for 

each membership to cast its congregational vote, I went home. I simply 

couldn’t take any more stress in this delicate situation.

But I made a mistake by leaving. The voting went well—only two 

dissents from Central and only three from Immanuel. I missed seeing 

the members from Central—who finished voting first—await and 

embrace their Christian brothers and sisters from Immanuel Church.

Though not the final vote to merge the two churches, this vote was 

by far the most important, for it enlisted the broad support of both 

memberships. Two more congregational meetings took place, one 
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to determine the name of the new church and a second to cast the 

final vote. It was unanimous, though we regretted the absence of 

two previous dissenters who had left our fellowship in objection to 

the site choice. Nevertheless, on June 28, 2009, we celebrated as a 

united congregation at the Central site, and two days later we officially 

became a new ecclesiastical and corporate entity, the McKeesport 

Presbyterian Church.

As I look back over the three-year journey, I am grateful that 

throughout the process I was able, with God’s help, to wait for the right 

moment to ask the key questions: “Are we better able to do mission 

and ministry together than separately?” and “Is God calling us to 

merge?” From this posture, we were able to see what was happening 

from a larger context and an outside set of eyes—God’s. I’m also 

grateful for God’s guidance in knowing when to lead, and when to 

step aside in favor of finding someone who, given the circumstances, 

was more effective to do so. But I regret not doing more for those who 

missed the Holy Spirit’s guidance in the hearts of the majority. Though 

more reaching out may not have mattered in the end, I wish I had 

better supported these folks.

All in all our church-merging process comprised one of those 

experiences in life about which a person says to himself: “I’m so glad 

to have had this privilege, yet I could never do this again. I’m glad it’s 

over!” With that said, however, I’m learning that it takes years for two 

churches truly to merge as one. New and critical challenges lie ahead, 

as for every merged church and as always in the service of God. In that 

service, we at McKeesport Presbyterian Church remain ever mindful 

that to claim we accomplished the merging of our church “with God’s 

help” would be to rob God of the glory. It was God who merged our 

churches. We just responded. 

Rebecca Jones, Senior, M.Div.

W
e love our Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 

staff! Whether they spend their days 

crunching numbers, keeping our campus 

safe and clean, assisting professors, or 

providing meals, they make it possible for 

the faculty and students to focus on teaching and learning. Rarely 

are these people publicly acknowledged for their hard work; in fact, 

they are often overlooked and underappreciated.

The Evangelical Student Fellowship has taken a step toward 

honoring these servants by spending time to express our gratitude. 

For almost 10 years, ESF has encouraged students to recognize and 

support the staff of the Seminary by sponsoring an opportunity 

to say “thank you” each term. For many years ESF hosted lunches 

when students and staff could visit together over a meal. In the last 

couple of years students have delivered handmade thank-you cards, 

decorated holiday cookies, and even recorded a singing telegram 

to say thank you to the staff. No matter the form of expression, we 

believe it is important for students to recognize the staff who serve 

us during our time here. 

Paul instructed the Thessalonians by saying,

Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to 

acknowledge those who work hard among 

you, who care for you in the Lord and who 

admonish you. Hold them in the highest regard 

in love because of their work. Live in peace 

with each other.  (1 Thess 5:12-14) 

ESF seeks to form pastors who are characterized by service, 

gratitude, and love, as our Lord and Scripture teach.

Our “Thank You” events primarily support the staff and 

acknowledge their service, but these events also shape the student 

participants by reminding them of their call to serve others in 

thankfulness. Although we organize a formal “Thank You” 

event only once each term, my hope is that we will be grateful 

for the staff at PTS every day and express our appreciation in our 

interactions with one another.

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; 

for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thess 5:16-18).

STUDENT GROUP 
RECOGNIZES STAFF

The Rev. Dr. Darrell Knopp ’76 is pastor 
of McKeesport Presbyterian Church in 
McKeesport, Pa.
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W
hen the Evangelical Student Fellowship invited 

me to discuss my research on the sound of 

black preaching at the fall colloquium, I was 

a bit reluctant to accept at first. Here I was, 

the new kid on the block at PTS, the first 

African-American female to teach at the Seminary, and at the time the 

only African-American on the faculty. There seemed to be so much 

more at stake than the lighthearted roasting that I was told occurred 

between Professors Andrew Purves and Charles Partee at the previous 

colloquium. These two colleagues had worked together for a number 

of years and over that time had grown to respect each other in spite 

of, or maybe even because of, the well known theological differences 

between them.

I, on the other hand, had no history with my respondent, Dale Allison, 

Errett M. Grable Professor of New Testament Exegesis and Early 

Christianity. I knew little of him besides the fact that he is a New 

Testament professor; and he knew little of me and even less about 

black preaching. By his admission, “The number of sermons by African 

American preachers that I have heard over the course of my lifetime 

is … less than the number on two of my hands. So I’m in way over 

my head here.” That about summed up what I was feeling, too. I was 

definitely in way over my head. After all, the majority of the audience 

would look more like Professor Allison than me; and most, like him, 

would have had limited exposure to (and perhaps little interest in) black 

preaching.

Despite my reservations, I agreed to do it, and probably despite his 

reservations Professor Allison agreed to join me. We’re in community 

here. And since this is a community, not a cult, we do not have to be 

the same, think the same, or hold the same theological points of view. 

However, we do have to show up, and talk to one another, and listen 

to each other. Something about community depends on this kind of 

communicative reciprocity. Even something of our Christian identity 

becomes fully actualized only in the thick of “life together,” to borrow 

from Dietrich Bonhoeffer.

Recognizing this dynamic, I agreed to show up and talk about the 

sound of black preaching to a largely white, mostly Reformed, self-

described “evangelical” group of students. And even though most 

of them knew little of black preaching, and even though Professor 

Allison thought himself to be a less-than-qualified respondent on the 

matter, they all showed up to welcome me to the community. There 

they sat and listened to my musings on the devoicing of the slaves 

and its connection to the relation of sound and faith at the core of 

black preaching. There I sat and listened to Professor Allison use my 

thoughts on sound as a starting point for his ruminations on sight, 

while reminding us in the process that the aim of faith is to “see” God. 

In the end, we were all made to hear in a different way and to see 

another point of view, and I left feeling a little more like I was a part of 

the community. 

faCulty Colloquia 
enCouraGe reCiProCal 
CommuniCation

The Rev. Dr. Audrey Thompson is the
assistant professor of homiletics.
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T
he world seems filled with mistrust, hate, and violence 

these days. The Christian gospel clearly teaches that loving 

one’s neighbor in fact also means loving even one’s enemy, 

which therefore dictates that we are to love all people. 

In the Letter of James, the writer comments that we 

ought not to curse anyone, for we are all made in God’s image (3:9). 

If those of us in the Christian 

tradition do not stand up for 

this truth—if we do not “bless 

instead of curse”—we fail to 

live out a highly significant part 

of our calling to be Christ’s 

disciples. This instruction applies 

to countless situations, from 

race relations to the treatment 

of family members, and thus it 

applies equally to inter-religious 

relations, too.

For this reason, the Seminary’s 

Office of Continuing Education 

offered for the first time this fall an inter-religious study group. The 

gathering of Christians and Jews, brought together through the 

Seminary and the Agency for Jewish Learning in Pittsburgh, meets 

monthly to discuss the Psalms. During each gathering, leaders the Rev. 

Dr. Jerome Creach, Robert C. Holland Professor of Old Testament at 

PTS, and Dr. Theodore Chertok, director of the Ginsburg Ingerman 

Overseas Student Program at Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, 

draw from their own traditions in speaking about the psalm or psalms 

chosen for that particular session. Chertok points to rabbinic literature’s 

treatment of the psalms. Creach covers how the Church has read 

them in the light of Jesus’ life and ministry. Then the group joins in the 

discussion.

“I was first interested in leading this group because I believe the 

Psalms provide a great forum for Jewish-Christian dialogue,” Creach 

commented. In his latest book, The Destiny of the Righteous in 

the Psalms (Chalice Press, 2008), he writes that David appears as a 

righteous sufferer who cries out to God when in trouble. This portrait of 

David helped ancient Israel shape its identity as a suffering community; 

it became important for the Church as it narrated the suffering and 

death of Jesus. Whatever the particular application of these ideas, the 

Psalter definitely calls people of faith to identify with those the Psalms 

call “righteous,” that is, those who suffer injustice and call to God for 

help. The Psalms are certainly a 

place in Scripture where Jews 

and Christians can find common 

ground.

As Creach explains, “We spend 

most of our time thinking about 

how the Christian faith, and 

even our particular expression 

of the Christian faith, is unique. 

That is understandable. It is 

important at times, however, to 

get a larger picture, to realize 

how people of different faiths 

share understandings of God 

and the calling to be God’s people. This is particularly important as the 

world becomes increasingly multicultural.” Creach adds however, that 

this does not mean that we give up our particular convictions; rather, 

those convictions can be informed and sharpened by talking with 

people whose faith complements our own. By talking with people of 

different faiths we also realize that in their relationship with God they 

are seeking much of what we are seeking—how to be reconciled with 

God and other people and to trust God to make right what is wrong in 

the world. 

The Office of Continuing Education is planning another program 

with the Agency for Jewish Learning next year. The Rev. Dr. James 

Davison, director of Continuing Education and lecturer in Greek, is also 

in discussion with a member of the Muslim community regarding a 

dialogical program between Muslims and Christians. Be sure to check 

future CE publications and the Seminary’s website for more details on 

these inter-religious groups.

INTER-RELIGIOUS DIALOGUE 
AT PITTSBURGH SEMINARY
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W
e are living in a time when the Internet and 

online communities allow us to connect to 

the world faster than ever before. Yet how 

well do these new technologies enable us to 

communicate and reflect with each other? 

These days, this is one of the major questions shaping my research 

and teaching as a Christian ethicist. The potential benefits of these 

technological changes are undeniable. Just in the past month in my 

teaching at PTS, they’ve enabled me to bring experts “into” the 

classroom through video conferencing, introduce my students to 

resources from archives and professional discussions from around 

the world, and consult with students on their research projects from 

the comfort of our respective living rooms. These technologies have 

stretched the walls of my classrooms and enriched my work.

All these benefits, of course, connect back to settings where we have 

the chance to talk face to face and where we commit to reflect and 

learn with each other over time. The situation is different online, where 

the speed, volume, and disconnected nature of information all have a 

huge impact. When we cover new topics in a classroom, hearers can 

put that new information into a larger structure of knowledge and ask 

questions if they need clarification. Online, the constant turnover of 

information, and the lack of context for what we see, does more to 

promote reaction than reflection.

The online world raises other, more serious challenges for public 

discourse. While people can and do sustain long-lasting bonds online, 

in reality there is little cost involved in entering and leaving online 

communities. I can easily offer my opinion, or criticize someone else’s, 

and disappear. Combine this with how easily we can search for online 

communities that support what we already think, and you have a recipe 

for reinforcing our divisions.

It is doubtful that the Church will ever be the loudest voice in the 

“online public square,” but we do have the potential to play a vital role 

in shaping the use of these technologies. We will help to form people 

who can engage the online world well if we can find ways to equip 

people for respectful deliberation on difficult issues—and to model 

doing so even in the face of persistent disagreement and ongoing 

discernment.

The capacity for graceful, informed reflection is critical for active 

discipleship in the world and the ability of each person to wrestle 

before God with the implications of his or her faith. I’ve found that 

religious groups have struggled with fostering this skill online; we often 

emphasize our differences and obscure our reasoning and common 

beliefs. Yet as I work with our students at Pittsburgh Seminary, I am 

encouraged every term by their desire to go beyond this tendency, to 

create more spaces in their congregations for people to reflect together 

and understand not only how they agree and disagree, but also why. 

We professors continue to look for ways to help our students cultivate 

that climate, in and through and despite the online contexts in which 

we now work.

aGreeinG and diSaGreeinG 
in the online PubliC Square

The Rev. Dr. Deirdre King Hainsworth is 
the assistant professor of ethics and
director of the Center for Business, 
Religion and Public Life.
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M
elvin Grove Kyle taught Bible and archaeology 

at Xenia Seminary from 1908 to 1930. William 

Foxwell Albright served as archaeologist in 

residence at the American Schools of Oriental 

Research (ASOR) in Jerusalem during the 1920s 

and 1930s and was professor of Near Eastern studies at The Johns 

Hopkins University from 1927 to 1958. Their collaboration established 

the archaeology program that continues today in the PTS curriculum, 

museum, and excavations. Albright’s memorial for Kyle appeared in the 

Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research (51) in 1933.

In his 1933 memorial for M. G. Kyle, W. F. Albright recalled a man with 

a deeply conservative approach to the Bible, a passionate commitment 

to biblical archaeology, and an abiding 

tolerance.

Albright speaks from experience when 

recalling the evolution of a productive 

partnership and deep friendship from 

a casual and cool acquaintance. He 

reports that before being formally 

introduced in Jerusalem in 1921, the 

two met occasionally at learned society 

meetings. Albright explains: “But 

the fact that we were apparently at 

antipodes with regard to most crucial 

biblical and oriental problems seemed to 

preclude all real friendship.” Kyle was 34 

years older than Albright, an ordained Presbyterian minister, and a 

staunch believer in the literal truth of the biblical narrative. Albright 

was the son of Methodist missionaries, trained at Johns Hopkins in the 

higher biblical criticisms, and by the end of his training a self-described 

“extreme radical” on biblical issues.

Meeting at ASOR in Jerusalem in 1921, the two recognized a joint 

commitment to archaeology and developed a partnership in a survey 

of the Dead Sea Plain in 1924 and the excavation at Tell Beit Mirsim 

between 1926 and 1932. Kyle served as fundraiser, manager, and 

publicist for these projects, and Albright took full control for the field 

work and scientific publication. Even as he wrote in 1932 the potential 

for conflict in such a relationship was much on Albright’s mind, but it 

was a potential never realized: 

Never did cooperation continue more 

harmoniously over so long a period. Though we 

were together in the field during almost the whole 

duration of each campaign, and were in constant 

correspondence between expeditions, there was 

never a breath of ill-feeling and never the slightest 

friction between us. 

The association was fruitful: Bab edh Dhra was discovered in the 1924 

survey, and the Tell Beit Mirsim excavation became foundational to 

the archaeology of Palestine. That 

one excavation, in fact, established 

Albright as the leading biblical 

archaeologist of his generation. 

Avoiding debate but sticking to the 

evidence, their once polar views 

began to change. Albright says, “We 

seldom or never debated biblical 

questions, but there can be no doubt 

that our constant association with 

the ever-recurring opportunity for 

comparing biblical and archaeological 

data has led to increasing 

convergence between our views. . . .”

Albright sees Kyle’s character and way of being as crucial to the success 

of their enterprise and as what set Kyle apart. Albright observes that 

Kyle was “one of the very few really tolerant men” he had known, and 

he sees that tolerance as rooted in Kyle’s spirit. 

Few men possess that spiritual reach which 

enables them to unite charity with knowledge and 

zeal, so as to form a tolerance that is due neither 

to ignorance nor indifference. He possessed 

that rarest of all qualities, the instinct and art of 

befriending those whose religious and scholarly 

views diverged sharply from his own.

ARCHAEOLOGISTS FIND 
COMMON GROUND
Karen Bowden Cooper, Curator, James L. Kelso Bible Lands Museum and Lecturer in Hebrew

Kyle is pictured front row, second from left; Kelso is 
pictured front row, far right; Albright sits between them
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in a word, it iS love

i 
am a student of the early Church. So what 

would the early Church think or say in 

response to this statement?

[W]e participate in the great drama of 

salvation history by preparing . . . pastor-

theologians and joyful communicators of 

the Word who are . . . wise leaders who 

demonstrate with integrity how to build 

joyful communities by creating with God’s 

help positive, happy and healthy cultures 

where people “speak the truth in love” 

and understand that real friendship in 

Christ means having the right to disagree 

knowing that mutual respect and affection 

are not at stake[.] (Pittsburgh Theological 

Seminary Vision Statement, Sixth Point)
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An army of saints and martyrs volunteer their witness! Here I’ll dwell on 

merely three of them: Barnabas of the 1st century, Irenaeus of the 2nd, 

and brother Hilary of the 4th.

Barnabas. The story of Barnabas, the “son of encouragement,” is so 

well known that I could probably simply allude to it. When we think 

of the first Pauline mission, we’re really thinking of the mission of Paul 

and Barnabas. The early witnesses, even Paul himself, condemn one-

upmanship, but if we were to translate this mission into modern terms, 

we might put Barnabas’s name before Paul’s. Barnabas had embraced 

the Christian faith first, had a closer association with that most ancient 

of churches—Jerusalem’s—and was, in fact, partly responsible for Paul’s 

being in ministry in the first place.

That background makes the beginning of one of Paul’s later missions 

all the more poignant, and even introduces in a certain reading of the 

New Testament a hidden narrative of tragic breakup and possible late 

reconciliation. Barnabas, true to character, wanted to give a second 

chance to a young minister who had failed catastrophically. Paul 

did not. Their disagreement was so sharp that their shared ministry 

dissolved, and they went separate ways. As far as we know, Barnabas’s 

relationship with Paul was never the same, though the Pauline tradition 

does recall some sort of reconciliation to the young preacher Barnabas 

had wanted to build up (2 Tim 4:11).

Irenaeus. Let’s move forward by a century. The churches are being 

significantly disturbed by a hodgepodge of upstart preachers who use 

Christian terminology such as “Christ,” “Life,” “Word,” “Truth,” and 

“Wisdom,” but in ways that radically debase and blend them with 

superstitious and speculative hooey. Modern-day scholars call these 

upstarts the Gnostics, but for the purposes of crawling into ancient 

Christian heads with empathy, let’s think of them as like our own New 

Agers, to whom, actually, the Gnostics are fairly similar.

A pastor in France by the name of Irenaeus (“Pastor Peaceful”—and 

he was one, even to the point of defending unpopular but orthodox 

Christian groups from charges of heresy) felt so burdened by the crisis 

that he wrote a five-volume work advising other ministers how to deal 

with the matter. We can’t rehearse all of his advice here; however, 

one gleaming nugget of pure gold suggests itself from the Church’s 

treasury. He said there are, in addition to mature Christian leaders, 

three paradigms of false pastor-theologian. Heretics, defective in 

the theological virtue of faith, twist the truth and mislead people. 

Schismatics, deficient in love, self-righteously sunder the unity of 

the Church in order to promote themselves. Hypocrites, lacking in 

eschatological hope, get along with everyone (at least everyone that 

matters) and often look perfectly orthodox, but they are so fixated on 

advancing their careers and reputations (a this-worldly reward) that they 

compromise the Church (an eternal reward).

Now here’s the rub: our “Pastor Peaceful“ (a “wise leader” who created 

“positive, happy and healthy cultures,” if ever there was one) exhorts 

avoiding all such ministers. He’s really rather scorched-earth about it. 

Heretics, schismatics, and hypocrites are to be brooked no quarter.

Hilary. Finally there is Hilary, pastor of the French city of Poitiers. 

Now Hilary really was faced with a mess. Today we call it the “Arian 

Heresy,” but in Hilary’s day it was far more complicated than that. It 

encompassed a proverbial zoo of rationalistic “Christologies,” each 

advancing itself as the picture of orthodoxy and common sense, and 

almost all of them seriously unscriptural. What was worse, if you 

opposed one of them, you would immediately be accused by some 

pastor somewhere of believing an equal but opposite heresy.

What did Hilary do? He studied up on several of the positions 

and redeployed the best arguments for each, all the while staying 

completely centered on the Scriptures himself. His was a heroic 

effort, and it eventually worked, though in the short run it meant 

misunderstanding of and false accusation against him.

A theme stands out from all these examples and, at least on the 

surface, forces us to recontextualize our vision statement if it is to 

cohere with the ancient witness. For we moderns love camaraderie 

and collegiality, and we’re apt to interpret “knowing that mutual love 

and affection are not at stake” as a straightforward rationalization 

for getting our fix of the tolerance we covet. The ancient Church, 

however, holds up for us a loftier prize than tolerance, collegiality, or 

camaraderie. In a word, it is love. Love of God and love of neighbor.

Love in this sense is far more costly, sublime, and beautiful than merely 

getting along. It will cost you everything. It may well mean that you 

speak the truth in love knowing that your own affection for your 

beloved is not at stake, but his or hers for you is very much on the 

table. Further, should it come to that, you won’t have access to the 

painkiller of the hypocrite or schismatic—the poison-pill of moral self-

satisfaction. What you will have is the Wisdom that looks like folly to 

the powers of this age, the Lover par excellence helping you divinely 

by the power of his cross as he tramples down death by death and 

to those in the graves gives life. What makes you a “wise leader” in 

that moment is that you correctly perceive this Lover to be Joy itself, 

however impotent and idiotic he seems to the world. Lord Jesus Christ, 

Son of God, have mercy on us, that Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 

produces leaders like that.

Matthew Bell ’06, is a Ph.D. student at 
Durham University.

PANORAMA 17



18 PANORAMA

Building Joyful Communities

The Rev. Dr. Edwin 

Chr. van Driel, 

assistant professor 

of theology, is a 

member of the 

committee charged 

with producing a 

new hymnal for the 

Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.). Below he 

comments on the 

project. 

What is the history 

of the Presbyterian 

Committee on 

Congregational 

Song?

The Presbyterian 

Church has a 

tradition of producing a new hymnal every generation—basically every 

20-25 years. When the publisher said, “It’s time for a new hymnal,” the 

parties involved—Westminster John Knox (publisher and funder of the 

entire project), the Office for Theology and Worship (an office of the 

General Assembly), and the Presbyterian Association of Musicians—did 

some preliminary research, then went to General Assembly and asked 

permission to start this process. 

What got you interested in this project?

I have been blessed with a very rich background in terms of church 

music. Though the church I attended in the Netherlands was 

Presbyterian, it had a different musical tradition, one very much 

influenced by German church music. Then I came to this country and 

for a number of years was involved with the Episcopal community. 

During that time I became familiar with the rich Anglican tradition of 

hymns and choir music. Now I am married to a Lutheran pastor; every 

Sunday at her church I sing songs from the Lutheran heritage. So when 

I encountered the PC(USA)’s hymnbook, I recognized that many hymns 

and traditions are not represented on its pages. When the possibility 

of working on a new hymnal came up, I was attracted to the idea of 

bringing in these different traditions and enriching our own collection 

of songs. 

Who is on the committee and how were they selected?

People applied to be on the committee through an open application. 

The PC(USA) wanted a wide variety of people to be represented. 

Our 15 members include some staff from the Office of Theology and 

Worship, the publisher, and an editor; a retired seminary president; 

some folks who teach liturgy either at seminaries or at colleges. I am 

the theologian; we have a number of parish pastors; and then we have 

some organists from small churches. It’s a good mix of different types of 

people who will be using this book.

How do you collect feedback for the new songbook?

Feedback comes in two ways. First, there are people who decide to 

write to us with their advice. Every member of the committee gets an 

electronic copy of every letter that comes in. So if people write to us, 

their letters will not disappear. We will see them. The other way we 

collect feedback is through a number of testing sites, such as Pittsburgh 

Theological Seminary. The testing sites receive a couple of hymns every 

season, and the congregations there are invited to sing through the 

hymns and give us feedback on them. So far the majority of hymns 

tested in this way have been received well. 

Why is PTS a testing site?

In choosing testing sites, the committee tried to find a selection of 

churches that are representative of the Church. We wanted to include 

big churches, small churches, city and small-town churches, and so on. 

But we also wanted some communities that are Presbyterian but are 

not churches. A place such as PTS, where future ministers are being 

prepared to, among other things, lead liturgy in churches, is a perfect 

testing place for these songs. Are they “singable” for our students? Are 

they readily embraced?  

SinGinG new SonGS
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Building Joyful Communities

Has the committee run into any problems or conflicts in deciding 

what songs to include?

Actually we haven’t had a conflict yet. I think that has to do with the 

way we’ve gone about the process. In our first meeting we talked 

about what our hopes and dreams were. We wanted a theological 

vision to carry this songbook and give coherence to it. I led a group in 

writing a vision statement which took into account that the church for 

which we are producing the songbook—the PC(USA)—is, liturgically, 

deeply divided. It is also theologically divided. We are an anxious church 

because we see our numbers going down and we wonder what that 

means. In the songbook our committee hopes to address this anxiety 

and division in some way.

The organizing and governing theme of this songbook is the theme of 

salvation history: God’s powerful acts of creation, redemption, and final 

transformation. We believe that in this time of anxiety and division and 

conflict, we need to be redirected from ourselves to God. Liturgy and 

hymns can help redirect us. Once you catch that vision, you have an 

instrument for negotiating the question of whether or not to include 

a particular hymn, because the question isn’t based on whether or not 

you like it, but whether it fits and contributes to the vision. 

We’ve followed the same approach for the difficult issue of language—

inclusive language, language used for God, male imagery for God. 

We agreed to build on the goal of our theological statement, namely, 

making this songbook one that talks about salvation history. To do that, 

the full range of imagery used about God in salvation history should be 

represented in the book. Many of the images of God in Scripture are 

male, so we cannot omit hymns which use those images simply because 

they do. At the same time, salvation history also uses other images 

for God—female images and gender-neutral images, for example. If 

Scripture uses those images, we can include hymns that use them. 

In the songbook we are also consciously trying to bridge the divide 

between traditional hymnody and contemporary forms of church music. 

We know that for a church which exclusively sings praise music, this 

book will never be their only resource. But they will find themselves in 

our common language, our common resource. Likewise, churches that 

use primarily classical hymnody will encounter songs from different 

traditions. So the songbook will be one way of bridging gaps to reduce 

divisions in our denomination and of expressing our oneness as a 

church despite our differing styles of worship. This goal is also why our 

vision statement calls the project a “songbook”—we are producing 

something broader than a collection of hymns. 

Will the songbook also be available electronically?

The way the committee thinks about the end product is not limited to a 

traditional, bound volume. The goal is to produce a resource for church 

music. Part of that resource will be a printed songbook. But in this time 

of using projection screens, church bulletins that include printed hymns, 

and so on, you need a very strong electronic component. Our hope is to 

develop a webpage that duplicates the printed book. Songs will be able 

to be pulled from the webpage and used in different ways, especially 

since we will include music for beginner organists, advanced musicians, 

guitarists, even videos that show how the songs should be played.

When will the new songbook be ready?

In 2012, when General Assembly meets in Pittsburgh, we will have 

an extensive sampler of the songbook and the list of songs being 

presented so that GA can approve our choices. The actual production 

process would start thereafter. Our goal is that the songbook be off the 

press by the end of 2013 and presented to General Assembly in 2014. 

How does this project connect to Pittsburgh Seminary’s vision 

statement?

Well, I think when we talk about the vision statement of the songbook 

we are talking also about the Seminary’s vision statement. The latter 

speaks of building joyful communities, which uphold the right to 

disagree. We acknowledge that our denomination is divided, and at the 

same time we want to hold onto each other. At the Seminary we are 

preparing ministers and Christian leaders who keep that calling to unity 

in mind.

What binds us together is the fact that God reached out to all of us in 

our baptism and that God called us into community. Even if we have 

theological disagreements, therefore, we do not have the right to say, “I 

will not be in communion with you,” or “You cannot be in communion 

with me”—because it was not we ourselves or our choice that brought 

us together. It was rather God’s graciously reaching out to all of us in 

our baptism.

This songbook is trying to express musically and liturgically that very 

fact in a concrete way. If your liturgy points you to joyful community—

redirects your corporate attention to God by literally putting words in 

your mouth—I think it has an effect on how you experience your faith. 

Nurturing joyful community is the goal of the songbook. And we are 

also trying to do that in our teaching and life at Pittsburgh Seminary.
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paul h. dimmick has enjoyed a 

broad executive career in financial 

markets spanning corporate 

lending, capital markets, and 

treasury. He is a graduate of 

Lafayette College and received his 

M.B.A. from the Wharton School 

at the University of Pennsylvania. 

He is a member of the board 

of directors of the West Penn 

Allegheny Health System and vice 

president of the Borough Council 

of Edgeworth, Pa. Dimmick is 

a member of The Presbyterian 

Church, Sewickley. 

douglas d. hawthorne serves 

as CEO and president of Texas 

Health Resources of Harris 

Methodist Fort Worth Hospital 

Inc. Hawthorne has more than 

30 years of healthcare experience 

and has received numerous 

awards for his outstanding 

leadership in that field. In 2007 

he received the Greer Garson- 

E. E. Fogelson Humanitarian 

Award for helping people 

and furthering awareness of 

Parkinson’s disease. Hawthorne 

earned his bachelor’s and master’s 

in healthcare administration from 

Trinity University. He serves on 

the board directors of the Dallas 

County Community College 

District Foundation (chair) and 

Trinity University. Hawthorne is 

a member of the Salesmanship 

Club of Dallas and is a ruling elder 

of Highland Park Presbyterian 

Church, Dallas. 

david hosick returns to service 

on the PTS Board following a 

year’s hiatus. A Pittsburgh native, 

he is pastor of First Presbyterian 

Church in St. Petersburg, Fla. 

A Grove City College graduate, 

Hosick received his M.Div. from 

PTS and his D.Min. from Fuller 

Theological Seminary. Before 

entering seminary Hosick worked 

at General Nutrition Corporation, 

where he advanced through 

the ranks before deciding to 

pursue theological education. 

Prior to accepting his current 

call at First PC, Hosick served 

as pastor of First Presbyterian 

Church in Meadville, Pa., and 

Tryon Presbyterian Church in N.C., 

among others.

PtS eleCtS new
memberS to board of direCtorS

pts neWs

Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary Board of 
Directors

Harold W. Burlingame

The Rev. Dr. William J. Carl III

James W. Craig

Robert Dawson

Paul H. Dimmick

W. Craig Esterly

Kim Tillotson Fleming

James M. Gockley

C. Scott Harrison, M.D.

Douglas D. Hawthorne

Peter Y. Herchenroether (Secretary)

W. Allen Hogge, M.D. ’08

The Rev. David Hosick ’76

John S. Isherwood (Chair)

Robert S. Jamison

Alexandra Joachim ’09

The Rev. Dr. Robert L. Kelley Jr. ’51

Sandra A. Lamb (Vice Chair)

The Rev. Dr. Donald K. McKim ’74

Bryan Miller

The Rev. Dr. James D. Miller

The Rev. Susan Mullin ’10

The Rev. Don Scandrol ’75/’81

Thomas M. St. Clair

Stephanie K. Simmons

The Rev. Sheldon Sorge

Robert J. Starck

The Rev. F. David Throop ’71

The Rev. Dr. Susan E. Vande 

   Kappelle ’95

Jack vanHartesvelt

The Rev. Candace Veon-Nyiri ’96

Victor M. G. Vogel, M.D.

The Rev. Michelle Wahila ’05

Roger E. Wright (Treasurer)
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susan mullin ’10 serves on 

the Board as representative for 

the class of 2010. A graduate 

of Edinboro University, Mullin 

filled a number of roles while a 

PTS student: Greek tutor, faculty 

research assistant, and student 

chapel coordinator. During 

graduation she received three 

awards: The Watson Samuel 

Boyce Music Prize, The Paul T. 

Gerrard Prize in Homiletics and 

Pastoral Care, and The Robert 

A. Lee Church History Prize. 

Mullin received her first pastoral 

appointment to Creekside and 

Trinity United Methodist Churches 

in Indiana, Pa., where she 

serves respectively as pastor and 

associate pastor for youth.

don scandrol ‘75/’81 serves 

as Alumnae/i Association 

representative to the Board. 

A native of New Kensington, 

Pa., Scandrol was appointed as 

Pittsburgh District Superintendent 

of The United Methodist Church 

in 2006. Prior to his present 

appointment he served several 

churches, including Dutilh United 

Methodist Church in Cranberry 

Township, Pa. Scandrol holds 

both bachelor’s and master’s in 

counseling and social work from 

the University of Pittsburgh. He 

also completed both an M.Div. 

and a D.Min. at PTS. Scandrol 

worked for many years as a part-

time pastoral/family counselor 

with the Lutheran Service Society. 

sheldon sorge serves as pastor 

to the Pittsburgh Presbytery. 

He received his bachelor’s from 

Roberts Wesleyan College, his 

master’s from Duke University, 

and his doctorate in theology and 

ethics from Duke University. Prior 

to his current role, Sorge served 

in several pastoral parish roles 

in addition to teaching positions 

at King College, Louisville 

Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 

and University of Dubuque 

Theological Seminary. He served 

on the staff of the General 

Assembly of the PC(USA) and as 

associate director of the Louisville 

Institute at Louisville Seminary. 

michelle Wahila ‘05 serves 

as associate minister at Third 

Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, 

Pa. Her responsibilities 

include Christian education, 

congregational life, young adult 

ministry, and serving as pastor 

to Presbyterian Women. Wahila 

has also helped to develop a 

hands-on mission program that 

seeks to engage congregational 

participants in mission locally, 

nationally, and internationally. 

She is a graduate of Grove City 

College and received her M.Div. 

from PTS. Wahila has served on 

the board of directors of the Haiti 

Fund since 2008. She assists in 

leading groups of pastors to Haiti 

and speaks at churches, schools, 

and conferences in the local area 

about her work there. 
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the rev. dr. John Burgess, James Henry 

Snowden Professor of Systematic Theology, 

published three pieces: “George Hunsinger, The 

Eucharist and Ecumenism,” which appeared in 

the online journal of the T. F. Torrance Society; 

“The Westminster Standards,” for Presbyterians 

Today; and “Discipleship: The Way of Jesus,” for 

Adult Education Curriculum Being Reformed: 

Faith Seeking Understanding. He read papers at 

a number of conferences, including “Orthodoxy 

and Contemporary Russian Culture and Politics” at Foreign Service 

Institute, Department of State; “Monasticism as a Force for Religious 

and Cultural Renewal in Post-Communist Russia” at American Academy 

of Religion annual meeting; “Resisting the Marketplace: Pastoral 

Identity in a Religiously Pluralistic World” at International Theology 

Conference, St. Tikhon’s Orthodox University; and “Christ and Culture 

Revisited: Contributions from the Recent Russian Orthodox Debate” 

at the Society of Christian Ethics annual meeting. Additionally, Burgess 

was active preaching throughout Pittsburgh. His work for the PC(USA) 

included serving as a resource person to the Pittsburgh Reading 

Group of the Presbyteries’ Cooperative Committee on Examinations; 

leading a workshop on “The Biblical Foundations of Christian Prayer” 

at the annual retreat of the Company of New Pastors; speaking on 

“Theological Unity and Theological Diversity in the Church” at the 

General Assembly Nominating Committee; and hosting Father Sergei 

Hardun, ecumenical delegate from the Russian Orthodox Church in 

Belarus to the 219th General Assembly. This spring Burgess led a group 

of PTS students to the eastern part of Germany to learn what it means 

to be the Church today in what was once the heart of the Reformation 

but is now one of the most secularized parts of the world.

the rev. dr. William J. Carl iii, president 

and professor of homiletics, preached at the 

Ordination Service for Stephen Franklin ’09; 

Placentia PC, Calif., where Board member F. 

David Throop ’71 is pastor; The Chautauqua 

Institution, N.Y.; Old Presbyterian Meeting 

House, Alexandria, Va.; First Scots Church, 

Charleston, S.C. as the Paramore Preaching 

Series preacher; National PC, Washington, D.C.; 

and Aspinwall PC, Aspinwall, Pa. Carl attended 

the Association of Theological Schools biennial meeting in Montreal 

and General Assembly meeting in Minneapolis, Minn. Additionally, he 

attended the Committee on Theological Education meeting in Chicago, 

Ill.; participated in two accreditation site visits; attended an accrediting 

workshop hosted by Middle States in Philadelphia, Pa.; attended 

Committee on Theological Education Presidents’ and Board Chairs’ 

meeting in Charleston, S.C., and met with students at the University 

of Tulsa, Okla., interested in theological education. Carl gave a lecture 

on the brain at Westminster PC, Pittsburgh, and was the speaker at 

Colonial Dames’ meeting in Pittsburgh.

the rev. dr. ronald Cole-turner, H. Parker 

Sharp Professor of Theology and Ethics, served 

as the United Church of Christ chaplain of the 

week at the Chautauqua Institution last summer.

the rev. dr. scott W. sunquist, professor 

of world Christianity, co-edited a volume from 

the proceedings of the Northeast Asia Council 

of Studies of Church history titled, “Christian 

Presence and Progress in North-East Asia: 

Historical and Comparative Studies.” Sunquist 

attended the Lausanne Congress on World 

Evangelism at Cape Town, South Africa. (Read 

more on page 9.) He addressed a gathering 

of Protestant pastors at Port Elizabeth, South 

Africa, on the topic, “The Century that Changed the Religious Map: 

1910-2010.” He also visited the Roman Catholic Pastoral Institute 

in Johannesburg and the theology department at the University of 

Pretoria. He met with the leadership of First PC, Thomasville, Ga., to 

initiate a World Christian Discipleship program in Georgia and taught 

two sections of the nationwide Perspectives on the World Christian 

Movement course at PTS. 

Please note: All churches are Presbyterian and in Pittsburgh unless otherwise indicated.
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dr. sharon taylor, Donald G. Miller Librarian 

and director of the Clifford E. Barbour Library, 

traveled to China for two weeks with two PTS 

students and a group from Shadyside PC to 

teach at an English camp in Nanjing for Chinese 

pastors and to visit historic sites in Shandong 

Province associated with Shadyside and 

Presbyterian missions. Taylor presented a paper 

at the Bicentennial Celebration of the American 

Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 

in Boston, Mass. The paper will be published next summer as part of a 

compilation of papers on the history of the ABCFM. 

 

the rev. dr. Bonnie thurston, adjunct 

professor, recently wrote Hidden in the Same 

Mystery: Thomas Merton and Loretto (Fons 

Vitae, 2010). Clear and moving, this compilation 

reveals previously unpublished discussions on 

prayer and religious vows between Thomas 

Merton and the Sisters of Loretto in the early 

1960s. Offering insight into Merton’s friendship 

with one of the most influential American 

religious women of the 20th century, Sr. Mary 

Luke Tobin—who was one of the 15 official women observers at 

Vatican II—this history reflects not only Merton’s deep understanding 

of religious life, but also his affection for this particular community of 

sisters. Additionally and for the second year, Thurston was an honorable 

mention/runner up in the University of Baltimore’s Passager Poetry 

contest. In recent years she had poems published in Cantilupe Journal 

(UK), The Christian Century, The Merton Seasonal (UK), Passager, 

Review for Religious, Spirituality & Health, Spiritus, and Weavings. 

Thurston recently wrote For God Alone: A Primer on Prayer (University 

of Notre Dame, 2009) and Belonging to Borders: A Sojourn in the Celtic 

Tradition (Liturgical Press, 2011), a collection of poetry on Celtic themes 

to be released this summer. 

the rev. dr. William J. Carl iii, 

president and professor of homiletics, 

had the special honor of baptizing his 

first grandchild, Margaret “Maggie” 

Lenore Carl, at the Old Presbyterian 

Meeting House, Alexandria, Va.

amanda Kile, gift officer, is the 

proud mother of her second child, 

Katie Elizabeth. Best wishes to 

Amanda, her husband, Brian, and 

their son, Brendan.

the rev. dr. scott W. sunquist, 

professor of world Christianity, and 

his wife, Nancy, celebrated the birth 

of their third grandchild, Eliana Jane 

Lomelino (pictured with big brother 

Isaiah), born to Bethany and Joshua 

Lomelino. 

the rev. dr. edwin van driel, 

assistant professor of theology, and 

his wife, Kimberly, welcomed their 

daughter Claudia Elisabeth, born Jan. 

21, 2011. Claudia joins big brother 

Christiaan. 

Celebrations!
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patrick J. 

Cunningham, 

vice president 

for finance and 

administration, 

took a position 

as the CFO and 

COO of the 

Jewish Healthcare 

Foundation, an organization dedicated to 

supporting and fostering the provision of 

healthcare services, healthcare education, 

and, when appropriate, medical and scientific 

research. 

“There are many things about Pat’s leadership 

that will be missed—his steady hand as our 

financial and administrative leader, his calm 

demeanor, his ability to get things done in a 

timely and expedient fashion, and his ability to 

listen. But most of all, Pat has been completely 

committed to the mission/vision of PTS and a 

great friend and colleague to all of us,” said 

President Carl.

A native of Shadyside and resident of Bethel 

Park, Cunningham graduated from Central 

Catholic High School (with football great Dan 

Marino), received his bachelor’s in economics 

from the University of Pittsburgh in 1984 and 

his accounting certificate from Robert Morris 

University in 1988. Before coming to the 

Seminary in 2007, Cunningham served as the 

CFO and director of administration for the 

Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh.

the rev. lisa 

m. dormire ’86, 

vice president 

for seminary 

relations, 

accepted a 

position as the 

vice president 

for development 

at Redstone Highlands Presbyterian Senior 

Care in Western Pa., a Christian, non-profit 

organization dedicated to providing living 

alternatives and high quality services which 

help to meet the changing needs of the 

community. 

“I have thoroughly enjoyed my years at 

Pittsburgh Seminary and the decision to move 

on was not easy. I feel ready for a new and 

different challenge. As my seminary alma 

mater, PTS will always have a very special place 

in my heart and my life,” said Dormire. 

Since 1994, Dormire served in various areas of 

the administration including public relations, 

alumnae/i relations, and development. In 2003 

she became the Seminary’s vice president for 

seminary relations and development, being 

the first woman to hold a VP position. While 

in this position her staff and volunteers raised 

the highest annual fund and capital gifts in 

the Seminary’s history. This funding helped 

develop the Miller Summer Youth Institute, 

build Calian Hall, and renovate the classrooms, 

Kadel Dining Hall, Barbour Library, and 

John Knox Room. In 2007 Dormire became 

vice president for seminary relations. She 

served as the chief communications officer 

in the areas of internal communications and 

external public relations; foundation relations 

including proposal writing and reporting; and 

supervising alumnae/i relations and activities. 

the rev. dr. 

ronald e. 

peters, Henry L. 

Hillman Associate 

Professor of 

Urban Ministry 

and director of 

the Metro-Urban 

Institute, become 

president of Interdenominational Theological 

Center in Atlanta, Ga. Peters served on the 

faculty from 1991-2010. He taught courses in 

the areas of church and ministry, education, 

and ethics. An advisor on social witness 

policy and urban theological education for 

the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), Peters has 

conducted urban ministry workshops and 

preached in Botswana, Cote d’Ivoire, Ethiopia, 

Ghana, Kenya, Namibia, South Africa, and 

Zambia and has observed urban theological 

education programs in Switzerland, Singapore, 

Thailand, and the Republic of China. His most 

recent publication was Urban Ministry: An 

Introduction (Abingdon, 2007). 

At the time of Peters’ departure, President Carl 

said, “Ron Peters has certainly made his mark 

on Pittsburgh Seminary, the city of Pittsburgh, 

and the world, in both the classroom and 

on the street through his leadership of the 

Metro-Urban Institute. Although we will 

miss his effective bridging of the Word and 

the world, we celebrate with Dr. Peters this 

new appointment to lead an outstanding 

theological institution such as ITC and wish 

him well in this new endeavor.”

pts neWs

followinG new CallS
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Constructing Jesus: Memory, 

Imagination, and History (Baker 

Academic, 2010)

Dr. Dale C. Allison Jr., Errett 

M. Grable Professor of New 

Testament Exegesis and Early 

Christianity

What did Jesus think of himself? 

How did he face death? 

What were his expectations 

of the future? In this volume, 

internationally renowned Jesus 

scholar Professor Dale Allison 

addresses such perennially 

fascinating questions about 

Jesus. Representing the fruit of 

several decades of research, this 

major work questions standard 

approaches to Jesus studies and 

rethinks our knowledge of the 

historical Jesus in the light of 

recent progress in the scientific 

study of memory. Allison’s 

groundbreaking alternative 

strategy calls for applying what 

we know about the function of 

human memory to our reading of 

the Gospels in order to “construct 

Jesus” more soundly.

The Spirit-Driven Leader: Seven 

Keys to Succeeding under 

Pressure (WJK, 2010)

The Rev. Dr. Carnegie Samuel 

Calian, President Emeritus and 

Professor Emeritus of Theology

What do Bill Gates, King 

Solomon, Abraham, and Lincoln 

have in common? They’re all 

excellent examples of how 

leaders under pressure manage 

to succeed. President Emeritus 

Sam Calian outlines seven keys 

to effective leadership under 

pressure: creativity, competence, 

commitment, character, 

collegiality, compassion, and 

courage. Filled with telling 

anecdotes, Calian’s book asks 

readers to look not only within 

themselves but also to reach out 

to others to inspire hope and 

build stronger communities in 

trying times.

Grand Entrance: Worship on Earth 

as in Heaven (Brazos, 2011)

Dr. Edith M. Humphrey, William F. 

Orr Professor of New Testament

Can we understand worship 

in a way that transcends style, 

relevance, and aesthetics? 

Taking into account the most 

contested issues of the “worship 

wars,” Humphrey shows how 

the act of entering into God’s 

presence is central to all true 

Christian worship. Regardless of 

worship style, when we come 

into God’s presence, we praise 

God alongside angels and with 

the whole of creation. Seeking 

to reclaim the forgotten theme 

of worship as entry into God’s 

presence, Humphrey shows its 

prominence in the Bible, providing 

an accessible but thorough study 

of the Old and New Testaments. 

She analyzes key moments in 

Church history to show how 

worship developed in Eastern 

and Western churches. She also 

draws insights from healthy 

worshipping communities around 

the globe. The book offers 

practical guidance on leading 

worship today to worship leaders, 

pastors, thoughtful lay readers, 

and students.

The Resurrection of Ministry: 

Serving in the Hope of the Risen 

Lord (InterVarsity, 2010)

The Rev. Dr. Andrew Purves, 

Professor of Reformed Theology

Many who go into ministry with 

expectancy and optimism find 

instead discouragement and 

regret. Is there hope for renewal, 

for a new taste of God’s grace 

in serving God’s people? With 

Christ, Professor Andrew Purves 

reminds us, we move beyond 

ministry in the mood of Holy 

Saturday to ministry in the mood 

of Easter Sunday. And there 

we find the true basis of hope 

in ministry. Purves, a seasoned 

teacher of practical theology, 

offers a profound look at the 

nature of spiritual service that 

gets beyond superficial critiques 

and simplistic techniques. He 

points to true, deep joy and hope 

as we share in Christ’s continuing 

ministry. This text is a companion 

volume to Purves’ Crucifixion of 

Ministry (InterVarsity, 2007). 

FACULTY PUBLICATIONS

The Resurrection of Ministry: 

PTS NEWS

PTS NEWS
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PTS NEWS

T
his year’s new students are among the finest the Seminary 

has seen, and in a few short years they will join fellow 

PTS alums in bridging the Word and the world outside 

the Seminary. We officially welcomed these budding 

pastor-theologians during the Convocation service held 

Sept. 7, 2010. As has been the case throughout the Seminary’s history, 

the majority of students are Presbyterian, with 15 other denominations 

also represented. Most students are working toward M.Div. degrees, 

though some are enrolled in M.A., S.T.M., and special programs. Eleven 

students are pursuing the M.Div. joint degrees in law, social work, 

and public policy. The majority is enrolled fulltime. There is an even 

breakdown between men and women and 18 percent of the students 

are racial ethnic. Of the 76 new students, 17 have already earned 

graduate or doctoral degrees. They hail from as far west as Alaska and 

as far east as the Atlantic coast, and also overseas.

Here are some examples of 

the interesting students who 

make up this new class. Before 

coming to the Seminary, Laura 

Blank worked for three years as 

a music teacher. She is involved 

in the Presbyterian Church on the 

national level, served as a PC(USA) 

Young Adult Advisory Delegate, 

and attended the Seminary’s 

Miller Summer Youth Institute. 

Chelsea Leitcher entered University 

of California, Irvine, intending to 

major in chemical engineering, but 

she eventually changed her major. 

Following graduation she worked in online advertising, then headed 

east to pursue her M.Div. Alex Nelson attended Whitworth University 

and, after graduating, worked at Jubilee Youth Ranch for two years. 

There he served young people with discipline problems. That work 

confirmed Nelson’s call to ministry. Music major Jane Anabe spent 

several years in Bolivia doing mission work. John Magneson, a church 

elder and Miller SYI alum, meets weekly for lunch with his grandfather 

Walt Foster—a fellow PTS student and retired doctor involved in 

medical missions. Kendra Dye, whose father is a pastor, hails from 

Alaska. 

Please continue to pray for these students, and others, as they prepare 

for their future ministries.

PTS WELCOMES NEW CLASS

as far east as the Atlantic coast, and also overseas.
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PTS NEWS

I
n mid-September the Seminary began an 

exciting construction project that will create a 

new entryway to our campus. For more than 

50 years, visitors have noted that the Seminary 

lacks a clear “front door” for first-time visitors. 

Perhaps you too have found yourself winding your way 

to the back parking lots, all the time wondering where 

to go to register for or attend an event or even simply 

to get information.

Neighbors in the Highland Park and East Liberty 

communities have often told us that the ominous 

iron fence gives the impression we’re not interested 

in interaction with the surrounding community. One 

young student from Peabody High School, directly 

across the street, said that she assumed some kind 

of “reform school” sat on these grounds. Well, we 

are a Reformed school, but she meant something 

else!

So we’re changing this picture from off-putting to 

approachable. We’re doing so through the creation of a semicircular 

driveway on the Highland Avenue side of Long Hall; the reconfiguration 

of Long Hall’s front stairs, doorway, and foyer to facilitate accessibility; 

and enhanced landscaping and green space. We’re adding beauty to 

our campus and opening our doors to those who want to learn more 

about the resources we have to offer.

We believe this project will enhance the cityscape along Highland 

Avenue and make a clear statement that Pittsburgh Seminary very much 

wants to be a part of the community outside our grounds. Completed 

this spring, our new “front door” physically stamps our campus with 

our mission of “bridging the Word and the world.” Next time you’re in 

the neighborhood, come on in—the door’s open!

I
Perhaps you too have found yourself winding your way 

to the back parking lots, all the time wondering where 

to go to register for or attend an event or even simply 

to get information.

Neighbors in the Highland Park and East Liberty 

communities have often told us that the ominous 

iron fence gives the impression we’re not interested 

in interaction with the surrounding community. One 

young student from Peabody High School, directly 

across the street, said that she assumed some kind 

approachable. We’re doing so through the creation of a semicircular 

COME ON IN - 
THE DOOR’S OPEN!
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StudentS Gain 
reSourCeS for urban 
miniStry

In early March, nearly a dozen Pittsburgh Seminary students traveled to 

Chicago to attend the conference, Peacemaking in a Culture of 

Violence, sponsored by the Congress on Urban Ministry. Ten of them 

took the accompanying graduate course, this year titled “Good News 

for the City.”

That opportunity is just one example of the offerings facilitated through 

Pittsburgh Seminary’s Metro-Urban Institute to help further expose our 

students to national and global resources for urban theological 

education. Toward that end, MUI maintains membership in the 

Seminary Consortium for Urban Pastoral Education, one of the nation’s 

oldest seminary-based urban collaborations. Through SCUPE, seminary 

students take classes focusing on everything from strategies for urban 

ecological sustainability to Christology and culture, from restoring urban 

communities to the spiritual realities endemic to the city.

Darlene Figgs, a middler M.Div. student, commented, 

Every moment of the conference and the class was 

productive, and every speaker relevant and on 

point. To be able to engage in conversation with 

others from around the world about the influence 

of Dr. King was eye-opening. There was 

harmonization and cohesion of every speaker, 

session, Bible study, and class discussion that I 

witnessed throughout the four days I attended the 

conference.

pts neWs
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online Journal aCCeSS 
for alumS and 
ClerGyPerSonS 
Did you know that PTS alumnae/i can have online access to the text of 

more than 175 religious and theological journals from their office or 

home computers? Thanks to a new generous, multi-year grant from Lilly 

Endowment Inc., alumnae/i of participating institutions have free access 

to ATLASerials®, an online journal collection. The journals range from 

the general interest journals including Christian Century and Christianity 

Today to the more academic titles such as Vetus Testamentum and 

Church History. ATLASerials® allows users to search for journal articles 

by subject, author, title, and even Scripture passages. 

To register for ATLAS for Alums, visit www.pts.edu/atla_database. 

For alums with a username and password (used to log into your PTS 

e-mail account), click “Login to ATLA Database.” If you do not have a 

username and password, click on “PTS account signup” to complete 

an application form. Your login information and more details about the 

service will be mailed to you.

If you’re not a PTS alum, you may have free access as a graduate 

of your own seminary, college, or divinity school. Check the list of 

institutional participants at www.atlasalum.com. Those with no 

access through a seminary library, may be eligible to purchase access. 

The rate is $150 per year for clergy and administrative staff members 

from a church or congregation of worship. To subscribe, send your 

name, title, e-mail address, and telephone number and this promotional 

code, ebsco150, to clergy@ebscohost.com. 

aCademiC Journal 
to be releaSed
Through the Pittsburgh Theological Journal, students, faculty 

and alumnae/i bridge the Word and the world by promoting 

theological reflection, intellectual integrity, and practical wisdom 

in ministry. Published in the spring, the Journal contains research 

articles, dissertation abstracts, book reviews, sermons, and 

reflections on pastoral and educational ministry. This year’s editors 

include Darren Belajac, Brian Hutchinson, Anna Lazzari, and 

William Scott. Get a copy, a subscription, or further information by 

writing the Journal at journal@pts.edu. Submission information 

can be found on the Journal tab of the PTS website. Look for 

another issue this spring!
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world ChriStian 
diSCiPleShiP ProGram 
takeS firSt PlaCe
At the annual meeting of the Association of Professors of Mission held 

in Techny, Ill., a program of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary won first 

prize in a competition for most creative and effective courses. The PTS 

course is called the World Christian Discipleship program; it was entered 

as an innovative course in teaching about and preparing for missional 

vocation.

The World Christian Discipleship program takes place in the East End of 

Pittsburgh. It uniquely mixes seminary students with younger lay leaders 

and people seeking to understand their own vocations in an intentional 

community for spiritual discipline and ministry. In the past year, eight 

“disciples” under the leadership of the Rev. B.J. Woodworth ’07 and 

the Rev. Dr. Scott Sunquist, PTS professor of world Christianity, shared 

community life for three hours each week. Their activities included 

meals, worship, confession, and discussion of ancient Christian and 

missional readings. 

The program’s mixture of community ministry among the poor and 

needy with Spiritual formation centered on the Bible and the Philokalia 

proved a critical factor in winning the curricular contest. World Christian 

Discipleship participants worked with a food shelter, church planting 

endeavors, the homeless, addicts, and the poor.

One missiologist observed after Sunquist finished his conference 

presentation, “I worked for 10 years in Russia and began reading the 

Philokalia, but I never dreamed of using these ancient writings to help 

in missional formation. But listening to your presentation I can see 

how it makes perfect sense.” Two other professors came forward and 

expressed interest in starting similar programs in Chicago and London. 

The APM was founded in 1952 to encourage the teaching of mission 

subjects and to help professors find a meeting place to share ideas and 

scholarship. Intentionally ecumenical, the society is made up of Conciliar 

Protestants (aligned with the World Council of Churches), Non-Conciliar 

Protestants (Baptists, Pentecostals, etc.), and Roman Catholics. 

This year another class of 10 young people are involved in the WCD 

program. Plans are underway to expand to other sites next year. For 

more information see www.worldmissioninitiative.org/WCd.

pts neWs

Seminary offerS  
new m.div. emPhaSiS: 
ChurCh PlantinG
Since its birth in the first century A.D., the Church – the community of 

believers in Christ – has lived dynamically. Christian communities from 

the time of the Roman Empire to today’s global society have adapted to 

a changing world in ways that promote the flourishing of the gospel of 

Christ both within the body of the Church and among those who have 

not yet received the “good news.”

Recognizing this dynamic life of the Church and Christ’s call on 

Christian leaders whose vision transcends traditional boundaries, 

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary provides solid theological education 

combined with relevant practical preparation for mission-oriented 

ministry through the Master of Divinity with emphasis in Church 

Planting program.

Master of Divinity students emphasizing church planting follow the 

Seminary’s basic M.Div. curriculum with several additional features:

• Courses in both church planting and evangelism

• Course concentration in gospel and culture, 

church leadership and ministry

• A one-year, full-time supervised internship in 

church planting (during the third year of this four-

year program)

• A short-term international experience in church 

planting

At Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, we’re intent on discerning how 

Christ is “gathering all things to himself” and on participating in his 

work. Through our Church Planting emphasis, entrepreneurial Christian 

leaders can catch the wave of Christ’s dynamic activity throughout his 

world.

To learn more about this emphasis, contact the Office of Admissions at 

1-800-451-4194 or e-mail admissions@pts.edu.
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Robert R. Lavelle, Board of Directors 

Emeritus, died July 4, 2010, after suffering 

a stroke. He was 94.

Friends say it was Lavelle’s courage and 

big heart that allowed him to run Dwelling 

House Savings and Loan Association in 

Pittsburgh’s Hill District since the 1950s 

and to open Lavelle Real Estate.

He was as much a preacher as a banker in his evangelistic campaign 

to increase homeownership among low-income residents of Pittsburgh 

who had trouble getting loans from mainstream banks. Lavelle saw his 

neighborhood Savings and Loan as a Christian mission and his means of 

spreading the gospel. He included Bible verses on the bank statements 

mailed to clients. He personally visited their homes when payments 

were late, counseled them on money management, and prayed with 

them when they fell on hard times.

He also served others at Grace Memorial Presbyterian Church by 

teaching Sunday school and leading a weekly Bible study. In addition to 

serving on the PTS Board, he was a director at Reformed Presbyterian 

Theological Seminary, also in Pittsburgh.

Lavelle is survived by his wife, Adah; sons, Robert and John, both of 

Pittsburgh; and two grandchildren. 

David Bailey, son of PTS alumnus Kenneth 

Bailey ’55 and regular performer for the 

Seminary’s Miller Summer Youth Institute, 

died Oct. 22, 2010, at the age of 44.

Bailey was a Christian musician whose 

songs reflected his 14-year survival from a 

cancer that was supposed to kill him long 

ago. He gave his final concert in July 2010 

for the New Wilmington Mission Conference at Westminster College.

Before his death Bailey said, “Cancer saved my life. It showed me how 

precious the gift of time is. It forced me to overcome some fears and 

pursue a passion. It drove me to want to make a real difference in the 

world and in other people’s lives by sharing hope and to leave a legacy 

for my children more resounding than a few mementos and a 401(k).”

An elder in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), Bailey sang for churches 

and cancer patients. His story brought attention from major media, 

including 60 Minutes. He recorded 23 CDs.

“He was always a person of faith, but [cancer] certainly gave him a 

message to proclaim of hope in Christ,” said the Rev. Dr. Don Dawson, 

director of the Seminary’s World Mission Initiative and New Wilmington 

Mission Conference.

In addition to his parents, Ken and Ethel, Bailey is survived by his wife, 

Leslie, daughter, Kelcey, and son, Cameron, of Earlysville, Va.; and a 

sister, Sara Makari, of Louisville, Ky. 

A memorial service was held at Meadows Presbyterian Church, 

Charlottesville, Va.

pts neWs

emerituS board member bob lavelle

ChriStian muSiCian david bailey

rememberinG PtS friendS
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Frank Stricklen, husband of former 

PTS assistant professor Teresa Lockhart 

Stricklen, died of a massive heart attack 

Oct. 30, 2010, at the age of 51. 

A Christian educator and church musician, 

Frank loved the Church and his family. 

He composed beautiful church music and 

will be remembered for his wisdom, wit, 

intelligence, helpfulness, and musical gifts, which he freely shared. He 

was looking forward to starting his new call as music director of Wesley 

Chapel United Methodist Church in New Albany, Ind.

Stricklen formerly worked for Southminster Presbyterian Church, 

Pittsburgh, and the Seminary’s Metro-Urban Institute. He had recently 

moved to Louisville, Ky., to join his wife in their new empty nest 

following their youngest daughter’s departure for college. When Teresa 

became an associate for worship at the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

denominational center in Louisville, Frank stayed in Pittsburgh, where 

their girls finished high school.

Stricklen is survived by his wife and his daughters, Laura and Juliana. 

Memorial services were held in Louisville, Ky., Elkview, W.Va., and 

Pittsburgh.

pts neWs

former ProfeSSor’S huSband frank StriCklen

During chapel on Nov. 10, 2010, the Rev. 

Dr. Andrew Purves, professor of Reformed 

theology, remembered the life and 

legacy of the Rev. Dr. Susan Nelson ’79, 

former Directors’ Bicentennial Professor 

of Reformed Theology and Culture at 

PTS. Nelson served on the faculty for 22 

years before becoming vice president of 

academic affairs and dean at Claremont 

School of Theology in Claremont, Calif., in 2006.

Nelson is survived by her husband, David Lutz of Claremont, Calif.; 

two daughters, Kathryn Edelman of Swisshelm Park, Pa., and Christina 

Phillips of Millersville, Md.; a son, James Dunfee of Philadelphia; a step-

son, David Lutz, and step-daughter, Gretchen Fues, both of Seattle, 

Wa.; and four grandchildren. Purves’ remembrance follows below.

Susan Nelson began her work at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 

one year after I came here, so, more or less, we grew up together 

as the youngest members of the faculty. Susan and I certainly found 

different voices to listen to, and often we debated matters of faith and 

theology. In her later years among us, though, we found a gentle and 

affectionate friendship that sustained us both. We would chat in the 

parking lot often, parting with a hug and a sense of pleasure in our 

relationship. 

Susan had a theological intuition that led her to enquire after God in 

life’s messy places. She listened to voices from the edge. She exposed 

her students to situations and texts that pushed them into places 

they would rather not go. She accepted that theology should speak 

truth to the evil that denied the fullness and blessedness of life for so 

many people, that refused to listen to their voices and hindered their 

aspirations for justice. As a teacher she excelled, preferring a dialogical 

and conversational style over the didactic lecture. Her students could 

disagree with her, while warmly embracing her commitments and 

passions. She was a professor of theology who undoubtedly left a life-

long impression on her students. She invited thinking, engagement, 

and commitment.

Susan was a theologian in and for the Church. She served on the 

committee that wrote “A Brief Statement of Faith.” She preached 

regularly and celebrated the sacraments. She taught in our 

congregations. She counseled her students in ways of faith and 

faithfulness, and exercised a pastoral presence and availability for many.

Susan always struck me as a courageous person, as a fighter for what 

she believed, and as one committed for the long haul. She could be 

feisty. Yes, she could be feisty. And she held her convictions deeply, 

with palpable emotion. She was a conscience among us, even, maybe 

especially, when some of us disagreed with her. Her passion sometimes 

could not be contained. Her vulnerability and transparency were 

convicting in service of her longing for justice and social righteousness.

Susan was a woman of God. And allowing that she would speak 

of God in terms that stretched those of us of more conventional 

theological language, she loved the Lord and served the Lord, and bore 

witness I think especially to the truth of Matthew 25:40, “Truly I tell 

you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of 

my family, you did it to me.” 

Over these last years and days, we have prayed and waited as Susan 

bravely faced the evil disease that took her life. But while with the 

Psalmist we confess that “weeping may linger for the night,” and in 

that regard our hearts go out to David and her children, we confess too 

that “joy comes with the morning.” In the Spirit who binds us to our 

Lord Jesus, we commend Susan to the Father in his name, confident in 

the hope of resurrection to eternal life, when God will wipe away every 

tear. And with the Church universal, we too are bold to pray: Amen. 

Come, Lord Jesus!

former ProfeSSor SuSan nelSon
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may

4  Student Placement Fair

4–7  Alumnae/i Days

5  Continuing education  

Strangely Warmed, Strangely Free: John 

Wesley and American Methodism / The 

Albright-Deering Lectures / Douglas M. Strong

6  Continuing education  

Faith and Worship in the Face of Human 

Mortality / The J. Hubert Henderson 

Conference / Thomas Lynch and Thomas Long

9–11  Term I Registration 2011-2012

9–13  doctor of ministry  

Eastern Christian Focus

12  metro-urban institute  

Pittsburgh Faith Sound the Alarm (HIV/AIDS 

Education Event)

13–14  Pneuma Retreat  

16  Continuing education  

Spiritually Focused Meditation for Cancer 

Patients (Continuing Education for 

Psychologists and Social Workers)

23–25  Confluence Research Project

24  Last Day of Classes

25–27 Reading/Exam Week

30  Memorial Day, Seminary Closed

June

2  Service of Thanksgiving

3  Commencement

3–4  Semi-Annual Board of Directors Meeting

5–8  Continuing education  

Getting Ready for Tomorrow’s Church / 

Summer Leadership Conference / Lois Barrett, 

Jehu Hanciles, and Jin Kim

13–24  doctor of ministry  

Parish Focus, Florida

13–24  doctor of ministry  

Parish Focus, Pittsburgh

19–24  Continuing education  

Poetry as Prayer and Parable / Spiritual 

Formation Elective / Kristine Haig

20–1  doctor of ministry   

Reformed Christian Spirituality Focus

July

4  Independence Day, Seminary Closed

5–29  Summer Languages I 

6–8  Miller Summer Youth Institute Counselor 

Training

9–23 Miller Summer Youth Institute

upComing events

uPCominG PtS eventS
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upComing events

august

1–26  Summer Languages II

15–26  doctor of ministry  

Science & Theology Focus

15–26  doctor of ministry  

Reformed Focus

25–27  Pneuma Retreat 

26–27  PC(USA) Ordination Exams

27  Pneuma Cohort Graduation 

29–9  doctor of ministry  

Eastern Christian Focus, Antiochian Village

31–2  Orientation

September

2  PC(USA) Bible Content Exam

5  Labor Day, Seminary Closed 

6  Term I Classes Begin

6  Convocation

9–10  Continuing education  

Commissioned Lay Pastor and Spiritual 

Formation Retreat 2011-2013 Cohort

16–17  Pneuma Retreat

18–23  Continuing education  

Women Mystics: Medieval and Modern /

Spiritual Formation Elective / Susan Muto

24  Continuing education  

28th Annual Teacher Training Workshop / 

Kathy Dawson

26–27  Continuing education  

The Gathering and Upbuilding of the 

Missional Community for Its Sending / The W. 

Don McClure Lectures in World Mission and 

Evangelism / Darrell Guder

october

3–4  Foundation for Theological Education 

in South East Asia

7 PTS Bible Content Exam

10–14  Continuing education  

Training for Interim Ministry, Part I

14–15  Pneuma Retreat

14–15  Continuing education  

Commissioned Lay Pastor Training

17–28  alumnae/i   

Phonathon

21–22  admissions   

OctoberQuest Visit Event

24–28  Continuing education  

Presbyterian Program, Polity, and Mission / 

Church Educators’ Certification Course / Joyce 

MacKichan Walker

27  Continuing education  

Mission at Home and Abroad / Journey Inward 

Journey Outward / Sung Hee Lee

31–2  Term II Registration
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A special thank you to Hirtle, Callaghan & Co., 
investment counselors to Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary, for their sponsorship of the August 
2010 luncheon at the Athenaeum Hotel at 

Chautauqua Institution. 
 

Your support of our mission 
and vision is appreciated!
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alumnae/i notes

1950s
robert l. Kelley ’51 taught, “Jesus, Master, 

Teacher,” at the annual Teacher Training 

Workshop at PTS. He also taught a four-part 

series on the Johannine Epistles for the Christ 

United Methodist Women; a Sunday Advent 

Series, “What Child Is This?” Westminster 

PC, Upper St. Clair, Pa.; and a series for The 

Mixers Class at Mt. Lebanon United Methodist 

Church, “They Knew Jesus” (John the Baptist, 

Nicodemus, Peter). In March, Kelley conducted 

a study in the Women’s Series on Revelation 

for a Westminster Circle and taught a series in 

April on the Passion Narratives. 

mearle h. Jay’s ’58 wife of 64 years, Phyllis, 

died Jan. 9, 2009.

John (Jack) g. evans ’55 has Parkinson’s 

disease, which continues to progress. Your 

prayers are much appreciated by Jack and his 

wife, Joyce.

James shotwell ’58 teaches a Philathia 

Sunday school class at Delta United Methodist 

Church, Ohio, and writes for the local weekly 

Delta ATLAS.

ralph ranne ’59 became the senior pastor of 

Memorial Christian Church of Oklahoma City 

in May 2010.

William m. paul ’59 wrote an article for 

the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette discussing the 

“sweet autumn years” in which he describes 

the new adventures he is experiencing in 

retirement living. He wrote, “Having worked 

with people for more than 50 years I am not 

indifferent to the heavy burdens wrought by 

sorrow, suffering, and depression. Yet, in spite 

of chronic pain, limiting disabilities of mind 

or body, even the loss of beloved spouses, 

many in their autumn years, while not without 

sadness, find their lives rich with meaning . . . . 

The autumn season of life can be a time to 

grow young, perhaps not in body, but in 

outlook and spirit.”

g. Ken gordon ’59 said the world is a 

brighter place after receiving a cardiac 

pacemaker in the spring.

1960s
William rodahaver ’60 celebrated his 60th 

year in ministry in 2010. He took an active 

role in the life of Grove Manor, a residential 

home for seniors located in Grove City, Pa., 

laying the foundation for the Grove Manor 

Chaplaincy. He continues to serve as visitation 

minister at Third PC in Uniontown, Pa. Bill and 

his wife, Naomi, celebrated their 70th wedding 

anniversary last year.

Chuck Carson ’60 and his wife, Joan, 

celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in 

June 2010.

ed sensenbrenner ’62 is in his 13th year 

of retirement from the full-time ministry. He 

continues to do supply preaching and several 

weddings and funerals each year. 

louis lunardini ’64 has spent the last decade 

as an interim pastor in seven congregations. 

He recently delivered the charge to the 

senior pastor at the latest of the seven 

congregations.

William virgil davis ’65 published a new 

book of poetry, Landscape and Journey (Ivan 

R. Dee, 2009), which won two prizes: the New 

Criterion Poetry Prize and the Helen C. Smith 

Memorial Award for Poetry. This is his fourth 

book of poetry. His poems regularly appear 

in leading journals and periodicals in this 

country and abroad. He is professor of English 

and writer-in-residence at Baylor University in 

Waco, Texas.

hetz marsh ’68 is serving as parish associate 

for Northmont UPC, Pittsburgh.

Please note: All churches are Presbyterian and in Pittsburgh unless otherwise indicated.

Seminary’S 
oldeSt livinG 
alum markS 
mileStoneS
The Rev. John heslip ’36 of Denton, Texas, 

will mark three significant milestones this year.

 

Heslip, who has lived at Good Samaritan 

Village in Denton since 2005, will soon 

celebrate the 35th anniversary of his retirement 

from the ministry, the 75th anniversary of his 

graduation from PTS (Class of ’36), and, on 

June 9, his 100th birthday!

Heslip faithfully served five United Presbyterian 

churches in Indiana, Michigan, Pennsylvania, 

and Kansas during his 40 years behind the 

pulpit. Since moving to Good Samaritan, 

and despite challenges to his sight, hearing, 

and mobility, he has maintained his lifelong 

habit of daily, intercessory prayer as well as 

performing countless small acts of kindness 

that have endeared him to all. His mind is 

sharp and his memory is amazingly clear, and 

he is an inspiration to his many friends in 

Denton and elsewhere. 

Heslip often says, “God has been so good to 

me.” God has been so good to give us such a 

faithful servant in Heslip. You are encouraged 

to remember John in your prayers, even as 

he remembers all of us in his, and to join in 

celebrating his long life of dedicated ministry 

and devotion to God. 
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1970s
homer nye ’70/’81 served as the pastor 

of The Presbyterian Church in Traverse City, 

Mich., since 1977. On Reformation Sunday, 

Oct. 31, 2010, Homer donned a kilt in clergy 

tartan and delivered his final sermon at the 

church. Soon after, he and his wife drove in 

their camper/van for a months-long road trip 

across the country, stopping in Florida, Texas, 

and California. They were on a quest to visit 

as many national parks as possible. Nye led 

the church through major building expansions 

and renovation. As the church grew from 

several hundred to the current 1,200-member 

congregation, they added two more pastors 

and other positions. 

marian e. Bauer’s ’73 mother, Marian L. 

Bauer, widow of the Rev. Dr. paul f. Bauer ’50, 

died in September 2010.

donald mcKim ’74, popular Presbyterian 

author and editor, has just released a follow-

up to the Geneva Press best seller Presbyterian 

Questions, Presbyterian Answers. The 

sequel, More Presbyterian Questions, More 

Presbyterian Answers articulates the basic 

tenets of the faith and answers some of the 

most frequently asked questions about being 

a Presbyterian. The comprehensive volume 

features 91 brand new questions and answers 

and is divided into the following sections: 

About Presbyterians; Presbyterians and 

Others; Presbyterian Theology; Christian Life; 

Worship and Sacraments; Social-Ethical Issues; 

and The Future. McKim is executive editor 

for Westminster John Knox Press. He is the 

author or editor of more than 30 books and 

serves on the Board of Directors for Pittsburgh 

Theological Seminary. Recently, McKim 

preached the sermon during the Seminary’s 

chapel service. Here are excerpts from this 

sermon, titled “Ebenezer.” 

ebenezer
a chapel service sermon by

the rev. dr. donald K. mcKim ’74

“Then Samuel took a stone and set it 

up between Mizpah and Jeshanah, and 

named it Ebenezer; for he said, ‘Thus far 

the Lord has helped us’” (1 Sam 7:12).

“Ebenezer” literally means “stone of 

help.” Samuel’s Ebenezer was a stone 

commemorating the help God gave 

Israel in defeating the Philistines. The 

“Ebenezer” marked the memory of God’s 

power, presence, blessing, and help.

God’s help was the experience of Samuel’s 

own mother, Hannah. She could not 

conceive a child, so she prayed to the Lord. 

God “remembered her,” and “in due time 

Hannah conceived and bore a son. She 

named him Samuel, for she said, ‘I have 

asked him of the Lord’” (1 Sam 1:20). The 

very prophet who set up the Ebenezer 

stone was himself a “living stone,” a visible 

reminder to his own mother that God 

helps.

This theme pervades the Psalms: “The Lord 

helps them and rescues them” (Ps 37:40); 

“You, Lord, have helped me and comforted 

me” (Ps 86:17); “Our help is in the name of 

the Lord, who made heaven and earth” (Ps  

124:8). 

God helps us and then gives us ways of 

remembering this help. John Calvin said, “our 

faith is slight and feeble unless it be propped 

on all sides . . . because we have souls 

engrafted in bodies, [God] imparts spiritual 

things under visible ones” (Institutes 4.14.3). 

God gives us physical reminders—“visual 

aids”—to confirm God’s word, promise, and 

actions in our hearts and lives. For God is the 

God of help.

Who and where are the “Ebenezers” in our 

lives—the visible reminders of God’s presence 

and power and blessings? They are surely 

there, if only we recognize them. 

For the full version of this sermon, visit 

www.pts.edu/panorama.

leon pamphile ’74, a long-time Stanton 

Heights resident and advocate for his native 

Haiti, is the executive director of Functional 

Literacy Ministry of Haiti, a Pittsburgh-

based organization that has been working 

on the island nation since 1983. After the 

devastation of the earthquake, Pamphile saw 

the necessity for building a trade school to 

help Haitians learn carpentry, plumbing, and 

other skills required in the reconstruction of 

the devastated country. Though having never 

heard of the recording artist Dave Matthews, 

Pamphile is now a huge fan of the singer 

after receiving word that Matthews awarded 

him a $265,000 matching grant to help build 

a technical school in Haiti. Matthews was 

particularly interested in this project because 

“it’s not the volunteers who will rebuild Haiti, 

it’s the Haitians themselves.”

edward s. lowrey ’75, was elevated to 

the rank of Canon in The Episcopal Church, 

Diocese of Northwestern Pa., at the 100th 

Anniversary Convention of the Diocese, in 

Erie Pa., in November 2010. Lowrey is Vicar of 

The Memorial Church of Our Father Episcopal 

in Foxburg, Pa. He has served as chairman 

of the Examining Chaplains and Resolutions 

Committee. He has also served on the 

Diocesan Council of The Diocese of Michigan. 

Lowrey, a member of the Foxburg Borough 

Council for years, is currently serving as its 

president. He is married to Melanie Ashbaugh 

Lowrey and has three children and three 

grandchildren.
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edward t. Wimberley ’75, professor of 

ecology at Florida Gulf Coast University, 

had an article published in the Pittsburgh 

Theological Journal titled, “The Uncommon 

Nature of Common Grace: The Influence of 

Early Dutch Calvinists upon Our Understanding 

of Divine Immanence in Nature.”

robert W. Koschik ’76 was honorably retired 

from Pittsburgh Presbytery in 2010. He served 

as the pastor of Jefferson Hills Church for 34 

years. Koschik, an active member of the PTS 

Alumnae/i Council, will serve First Church in 

Boston, Pa., on a part-time basis.

Charles B. nunn Jr. ’79, D.Min., former 

Baptist pastor and denominational executive, 

has recently completed his autobiography, 

titled The Life and Times of a Baptist Nunn. 

It took six years to complete the writing. It 

is a significant work of 363 pages plus 42 

photographs. Signed copies of the book can 

be ordered by e-mailing him at cbnunnjr@

aol.com or by calling him at 843-235-8794.

1980s
stephen devine ’80 is an adjunct professor 

in religious studies at Niagara University, 

Roberts Wesleyan College, and Houghton 

College.

herbert v. r. p. Jones ’83 is the artistic 

director of The Pittsburgh Gospel Choir, 

a multi-ethnic, multi-generational choral 

ensemble that specializes in the performance 

of African-American sacred music, gospel 

music, spirituals, and other sacred choral 

literature.

John ross thompson ’84, D.Min., retired 

in 2010 after more than 44 years of pastoral 

ministry.

ed de lair Jr. ’85 accepted a call as the new 

education and program director of Ghost 

Ranch in New Mexico.

Candace l. Cook ’86 recently began a new 

ministry as the pastor of Roscoe PC in Roscoe, 

Pa. She will share her time with First Church in 

California, Pa., where she is already serving.

alyce Weaver dunn ’88 was appointed 

as a district superintendent in the Western 

Pennsylvania Conference of The United 

Methodist Church.

Charlene mcafee moss ’88, had a revision 

of her doctoral thesis (Durham, England 

2002) published in 2008 by de Gruyter, titled 

The Zechariah Tradition and the Gospel of 

Matthew. She served Ashland Theological 

Seminary from 2005-2010, as instructor, 

professional fellow, and adjunct professor of 

New Testament and Greek. This year McAfee 

Moss is not teaching so that she may devote 

more time to her husband of 42 years, David, 

who has Alzheimer’s disease.

1990s
Kobina ofosu-donkoh ’91 had his doctoral 

dissertation, Human Rights in African Religions 

and Philosophy, published by Lambert 

Academic Publishing (Germany) in 2010. He 

also celebrated his silver Jubilee as an ordained 

Presbyterian pastor in 2009. Ofosu-Donkoh 

still teaches as an adjunct at the University of 

Pennsylvania and serves full-time as the pastor 

of the United Ghanaian Community Church in 

the Presbytery of Philadelphia.

henry Covert ’92, D.Min., is the author 

of four books: Discovering the Parables: An 

Inspirational Guide for Everyday Life (Praeger 

Publishing); Ministry to the Incarcerated 

(Loyola Press), a book that began as his D.Min. 

project with John mehl ’62 as his mentor; 

Christian Beliefs and Prayers; and Spiritual 

Reflections: A Journey Through the Scriptures 

(Praeger Publishing). Covert is an ordained 

minister with the United Church of Christ. 

After a tour of duty in the military he was a 

police officer on the Philadelphia mainline and 

a Chester County detective. Covert has served 

in several parishes, worked in the therapeutic 

communities, was a state prison chaplain, 

and an adjunct faculty member at Penn State 

University. His books are available online.

rita platt-anderson ’93 was appointed as 

the pastor of New Brighton United Methodist 

Church. She was married two years ago to 

Don Anderson.

shi-yang lin ’94/’96 was called and installed 

as the pastor of the Long Island Taiwanese 

Church, Reformed Church in America.

h. John rogers ’95 was invited to present a 

paper at the 33rd annual Convention of the 

International Psychohistorical Association at 

Fordham University in New York. His paper 

is titled, “Joseph A. Yablonski: Union Insider, 

Rebel Candidate, Murder Victim. His Legacy.” 

Rogers worked in Yablonski’s 1969 campaign. 

He is a member of the Psychohistory Forum in 

New York City.

monica hamilton ’95 accepted a call as the 

pastor of Burlington Church in Burlington, N.J.

thomas B. lane ’95 recently published a 

book, Reading and Understanding the Old 

Testament: The Foundation of Judaism, 

Christianity, and Islam. Read more online: 

http://outskirtspress.com/webpage.php 

marion strain ’96 is in her fourth year 

as chaplain to one of the Kenyan national 

schools, Alliance Girls’ High School in, Kikuyu, 

Kenya. 

steven satterfield ’96 is serving as chaplain 

at the Federal prison in Florence, Colo. He 

is also working on his D.Min. in marriage 

and family counseling at Denver Seminary. 
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Satterfield continues to serve in the Colorado 

Army National Guard.

Karen B. anderson ’97/’08 accepted a call as 

associate pastor at First PC in Bakerstown, Pa., 

where she was installed in 2010. Anderson 

and her husband, David, came to the area 

from Corry, Pa., where Karen served as pastor 

of First Church of Corry.

Joseph W. hedden ’97 accepted a call to 

Emmanuel Reformed Church of the United 

Church of Christ in Export, Pa.

Jermaine mcKinley ’98/’00/’05 is the 

coordinator of the Mercy Center for Service 

at Carlow University and is serving as part-

time temporary supply pastor for Bethesda 

UPC. She is also the current moderator for 

Pittsburgh Presbytery.

david t. heckman ’98 was appointed to the 

Akeley/Russell United Methodist Church in 

Russell, Pa. 

2000s
grace Basham ’00 was ordained to Minister 

of Word and Sacrament by the Presbytery of 

Shenango in 2010. She accepted a call and 

was installed as chaplain of Jameson Health 

System. Basham enjoys working with patients 

in a holistic approach, meeting their spiritual 

needs, and directing them to the proper 

resources for their physical and mental needs.

ellie Johns ’00 

accepted a call in the 

Lake Erie Presbytery 

as the pastor of First 

Church in Warren, 

Pa. Prior to accepting 

her new call, Johns 

served for 10 years as 

director of The Rev. 

Dr. Roy F. Miller, Ph.D., and Mrs. Florence Lantz 

Miller Summer Youth Institute and as associate 

director of admissions at Pittsburgh Seminary. 

maxine e. Jenkins ’02 has been decreed 

Pittsburgh Presbytery’s second certified 

Christian educator and is its first African-

American to be so named. Jenkins began 

the long process for certification in March 

2006. The Presbyterian Educators Certification 

Council certified her in 2010. Jenkins has an 

extensive background in public and religious 

education, having taught in the public school 

system for more than 30 years. She is a board 

member of Christian Life Skills, as well as a 

member of the National Black Presbyterian 

Caucus, the NAACP, Urban League, and the 

state and local Association of School Retirees.

John Welch ’02, vice president for student 

service and dean of students at PTS, serves as 

a volunteer in his role as the chief of chaplains 

for the Bureau of Police Chaplaincy Corps in 

the city of Pittsburgh. In January 2011, Welch 

was among the 15 members of the Bureau 

who were presented with a bronze medallion 

from Chief Nate Harper. Welch has been 

instrumental in restructuring the chaplaincy 

The Rev. Dr. John a. dalles ’94, D.Min., pastor of Wekiva PC in 

Longwood, Fla., was the winner of the 14th annual Macalester Plymouth 

United Church of St. Paul, Minn., hymn contest. His hymn, “God Bless 

the Work Your People Do” was sung on Labor Day and written to 

address the plight of unemployment and the Church’s role in addressing 

related issues. Additionally, Dallas has brought out a new collection 

of 53 of his hymns not heretofore published. “We Turn to God” was 

launched at the 2010 Annual Conference of The Hymn Society in the 

United States and Canada, of which Dalles is a life member. One of 

the hymns is based on the benediction that his colleague and Wekiva’s 

associate pastor paul W. anderson ’97 pronounces at the conclusion 

of worship. “We Turn to God” is published and available from Wayne 

Leupold Editions at 1-800-765-3196. Permission for the use of “God, 

Bless the Work Your People Do” can be obtained in writing from Dalles 

by e-mailing him at jdalles@wekivapresbyterian.org. 

god, Bless the Work your people do

God, bless the work your people do throughout each working day,

The contributions that they make, the talents they display.

God, bless the work your people do, with minds and hands and hearts,

To benefit the common good, the sciences and arts.

For all who have no respite, God, from labor without ease,

For those for whom their work is filled with danger or disease.

For all who labor without gain; or have no rest this day;

For all who labor without hope, O God, we humbly pray;

We pray for those who cannot work, or seek for work in vain,

Great God, we pray your mercy shall encourage them, again!

We pray for those whose work is hard, on body, spirit, soul,

The underpaid, under-employed, who fill a vital role.

Grant unto each a day designed for worship, joy and rest;

A Sabbath time of holiness, in which they may be blessed.

As you achieved creation’s work, then rested from your task,

God bless the work your people do, and call it good, we ask!

alumnuS winS hymn ConteSt 
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program. He calls their work a “ministry of 

presence” that offers support and counseling 

to police officers. The chaplains also make 

themselves available to the relatives of violence 

victims and the greater community. 

Carey Jo Johnston ’03 continues to work 

with The International Literacy Training 

Institute. A round of training began in Tulsa, 

Okla., in June 2010 with 20 trainees from 

various corners of the world. 

lois swestyn ’03 recently traveled as a 

mission team member on her Volunteers in 

Mission trip to the Nyadire United Methodist 

Mission in Zimbabwe. “Each hand I shook, 

each hug I embraced, each relationship 

nurtured and treasured was a glimpse of the 

Kingdom of God,” said Swestyn. 

linda dinger ’04 was appointed to 

Cranberry, Rockland, and Van United 

Methodist Church in Pennsylvania.

raymond i. e. hylton ’04 accepted a call as 

pastor of First PC in Evanston, Ill.

John m. titus ’04 was ordained to ministry at 

the Smithfield UCC in 2010. He is serving as 

the interim pastor of First UCC of Harrison City 

in Harrison City, Pa.

larry hicks ’05, D.Min., is the interim minister 

at Plymouth United Church of Christ, Goshen, 

Ind.

Brian C. snyder ’05 accepted a call to Bower 

Hill Community Church in Mt. Lebanon, Pa. 

Upon receiving his M.Div., Snyder served as 

pastor of The Presbyterian Church of Kane, Pa. 

Synder, his wife, michelle ‘09, and their girls, 

Chloe, 5, and Greta, 4, began their time at 

Bower Hill in August 2010.

lorrie ghering ’05 accepted a call to the 

Buffalo PC, in Sarver, Pa.

paul thwaite ’06 is the senior pastor at 

Orchard Lake Community Church in Orchard 

Lake, Mich.

Chad martin ’06 is currently associate 

pastor of Community Mennonite Church of 

Lancaster. He was ordained to that position in 

2009. He lives with his wife, Jessica King, and 

two daughters, Esmé and Eleni, in Lancaster, 

Pa.

Cyndi Bloise ’06 has been serving Center 

Avenue United Methodist Church in Pitcairn, 

Pa., specializing in ministry with the poor.

sue tinker ’06 was ordained to Minister 

of Word and Sacrament by the Eastminster 

Presbytery in 2007. She is serving as the 

temporary supply pastor of Hudson PC, 

Hudson, Ohio.

Brenda Barnes ’07 is serving as the interim 

pastor of Plum Creek Church in Plum Borough, 

Pa.

andrea Ceplecci hall ’07 accepted a position 

as the director of Christian education at Spring 

Hill PC in Mobile, Ala.

thomas e. moore ’07/’10 was called as the 

new pastor of Bethel PC in Bethel Park, Pa., 

where he began his service in February 2011. 

He had served as the pastor of Emsworth UPC 

since 2007. He and his wife, Amy, make their 

home in Bethel Park.

Ben libert ’08 (pictured right) was ordained 

to Minister of Word and Sacrament by the 

Pittsburgh Presbytery and installed as the 

associate pastor of Cross Roads in Monroeville 

in 2010. Participating in the service were rob

marrow ’98 (pictured left), tom hall ’08, and 

stephen franklin ’09.

elizabeth g. troyer ’08 was ordained to 

Minister of Word and Sacrament in 2010. 

She accepted a call as associate pastor of the 

Waverly Road Church in Kingsport, Tenn.

Jill terpstra ‘08 was ordained in the United 

Church of Christ and installed as associate 

pastor for congregational life and outreach 

at Community of Reconciliation Church in 

Pittsburgh. She was installed in May 2010. 

Participants in the service included the 

following alumnae/i: her brother Joseph 

hedden ’97, elizabeth Wallace ’07, tom 

Johnson ’93, and linda lawson ’96. The 

Rev. Dr. Deirdre King Hainsworth, assistant 

professor of ethics and director of the Center 

for Business, Religion and Public Life at PTS, 

preached the sermon.

Jim Kirk ’08 was ordained in 2008. He 

accepted a call as the associate pastor of Ken 

Mawr UPC in McKees Rocks, Pa. Kirk was 

installed in September 2010. Brenda Barnes 

’07 and Sharon Stewart, current student and 

director of disciplemaking and spiritual growth 

at Pittsburgh Presbytery, participated in the 

service.

doy l. daniels Jr. ’08., D.Min., was elected 

by the General Assembly of the Cumberland 

Presbyterian Church to the board of trustees 

of Memphis Theological Seminary. Daniels has 
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been the pastor of the Milan Cumberland PC 

since 2009 and serves as an adjunct professor 

of theology at Memphis Theological Seminary.

Janice good ’08 was installed as the associate 

pastor of Tower PC in Grove City, Pa., in 

2010. She had previously held the position as 

temporary supply. Good preached the sermon. 

John Culp ’98, senior pastor at Tower, Brian 

ennis ’04, and Carolyn Cranston ’99, director 

of alumnae/i and church relations, participated 

in the service of installation.

Joseph (Blake) hudson ’08 was ordained 

to Minister of Word and Sacrament in 2010. 

He accepted a call as the associate pastor of 

Germantown PC in Germantown, Tenn.

dylan d. potter ’08 submitted his dissertation 

and is completing his doctoral work at the 

University of St. Andrews in Scotland. He 

accepted a post as a theology lecturer in 

Singapore for the spring.

vanessa syvertsen ’08 was ordained to 

Minister of Word and Sacrament in 2010. She 

accepted a call as pastor of Lima Church in 

Howe, Ind.

Benjamin glaser ’09 was ordained by 

the Northeast Presbytery of the Associate 

Reformed Presbyterian Church in 2010 at 

Fairmount ARP in Sewickley, Pa. He accepted 

a call to serve as the pastor of Ellisville PC, 

an independent Presbyterian Church in the 

Reformed tradition, in Mississippi. See the 

“Births” section for more news.

don polito ’09 was ordained to Minister 

of Word and Sacrament by the Presbytery 

of Pittsburgh in 2010. PTS alums who 

participated in the service included Moderator 

Jermaine mcKinley ’98/’00/’05 and marsha 

sebastian ’99. Polito is serving as temporary 

supply pastor at Concord PC in Carrick, Pa.

douglas holmes ’09 was ordained to 

Minister of Word and Sacrament in 2010 and

is serving as temporary supply pastor of St. 

Peter’s PC in Spencertown, N.Y. 

Joanne glaser ’09 was ordained to Minister 

of Word and Sacrament at First PC in 

Clarksburg, W.Va. in 2010. Her PTS guests 

included her son, Ben glaser ’09, daughter 

elizabeth g. troyer ’08, who preached the 

sermon, and classmate suzanne Zampella 

’09, who helped to serve communion. Joanne 

accepted a call to the Belinton, Beverly, 

and Tygarts Valley PCs and was installed in 

September. Her other daughter, Patricia, was 

recently married to Daniel Johnson, who is in 

the process of being deployed to Afghanistan 

as a Marine medic.

margaret (peggy) shannon ’09, a member 

of the Alumnae/i Council, was ordained 

to Minister of Word and Sacrament by the 

Presbytery of Washington in 2010. She is the 

interim pastor at Chartiers Cross Roads in 

Washington, Pa.

sean hall ’09 was ordained to Minister 

of Word and Sacrament by the Pittsburgh 

Presbytery in 2010. PTS alums who 

participated in the service include his father, 

tom hall ’08, who delivered the sermon, and 

Carolyn Cranston ’99. Sean accepted a call 

to Overlook Church in Mobile, Ala., and was 

installed in May. 

steve allman ‘09 is serving as a campus 

ministry intern at West Virginia University 

and as a lay pastor for Community PC in 

Arthurdale, W.Va.

steven W. Werth ’09 was ordained to 

Minister of Word and Sacrament at First 

Church in Blissfield, Mich., in 2010. He 

accepted a call to serve as the pastor of 

Appleby Manor Memorial and Crooked Creek 

PCs in Ford City, Pa.

suzanne Zampella ’09 was ordained to 

Minister of Word and Sacrament by National 

Capital Presbytery at Ashburn PC. The charge 

to the newly ordained was written by Charles 

pickell ’52/’57 and delivered on his behalf by 

the Rev. John Peterson. Zampella accepted 

a call to Connellsville PC, Connellsville, Pa., 

where she began her service in 2010. She was 

installed thereafter. donna havrisko ’93 gave 

the charge, John Barker ’76/’81/’88 gave the 

message, and helen Kester ’06, moderator of 

Redstone Presbytery, presided.

edward Blank ’09 was ordained by the West 

Jersey Presbytery in 2010. He was installed 

as pastor of the Warfordsburg Church in the 

Presbytery of Carlisle in November. 

mark l. frailey ’09 was ordained to Minister 

of Word and Sacrament in July 2010 by 

the Presbytery of Lake Erie and installed as 

the pastor of The PC of Conneaut Lake in 

Conneaut, Pa. Dr. James Platt, PTS adjunct 

faculty in Greek, participated in the service.

stephen m. franklin ’09 accepted a call to 

Meridian UPC in Butler, Pa. He was ordained 

to Minster of Word and Sacrament and 

installed in 2010. President William Carl 

preached the sermon for the service.

michael ludwig ’09, associate pastor of 

Overbrook PC in Columbus, Ohio, submitted 

“Theological Education in Africa and Asia: A 

Hope and Help for the West?” a record of his 

Valentour trip to African and Asian seminaries, 

to the Pittsburgh Theological Journal.

2010s
elizabeth arnold ’10 accepted a call as the 

interim pastor of Sandy Lake PC. She was 

ordained at Trinity Presbyterian in Mercer, Pa., 

in 2010.

Jonathan Wagner ’10 was ordained to 

Minister of Word and Sacrament by the 

Presbytery of St. Andrews in 2010. He 

accepted a call as associate pastor at 

Eastminster PC in Columbia, S.C.
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Kelsey n. Brown ’10 was ordained to 

Minister of Word and Sacrament in 2010 by 

the Presbytery of Utah at Community PC in 

Brigham City. She accepted a call as pastor 

of Altavista Church in Altavista, Va. The Rev. 

Dr. Andrew Purves, professor of Reformed 

theology at PTS, preached.

matthew Campion’s ’10 seminary 

graduation was celebrated with a coffee 

hour by the Roscoe PC, Roscoe, Pa. Campion 

preached and led the worship service. He lives 

with his wife, Erin, and their four children in 

Peters Township, Pa.

sarah ott ’10 was ordained to Minister 

of Word and Sacrament in October 2010 

in Indianapolis, Ind., by Whitewater Valley 

Presbytery. John Welch ‘02, vice president 

for student service and dean of students at 

PTS, preached the sermon of ordination, 

and Pastor Emeritus Jim snyder ’55 of Faith 

Church also participated. Ott was installed by 

the Huntingdon Presbytery as the pastor of the 

First UPC of DuBois, Pa. 

susan l. mullin ’10 was appointed in 2010 

as the pastor of Creekside United Methodist 

Church and associate pastor for youth at 

Trinity United Methodist Church, both in 

Indiana, Pa.

William (tres) adams ’10 was ordained to 

Minister of Word and Sacrament at the Center 

PC in McMurray, Pa., in 2010.

James ellis iii ’10 accepted an associate 

pastor position in Shepardstown, W.Va. He will 

begin his service in July. 

John dyke ’10 was ordained to Minister of 

Word and Sacrament in 2010 at Westminster 

PC by the Presbytery of Lake Erie. His 

ordination commission included John dietz 

’71, ellie Johns ’00, and his daughter, anna 

maria (dyke) parkinson ’07, who gave the 

sermon. Dyke is serving as temporary supply 

pastor at WC in Erie, where he began in 

January 2011.

audra Krise ’10 was ordained to Minister 

of Word and Sacrament by the Clarion 

Association of the Penn West Conference of 

the United Church of Christ in 2010. The Rev. 

Dr. Steven Tuell, James A. Kelso Associate 

Professor of Hebrew and Old Testament at 

PTS, delivered the sermon. Also participating 

in the service of ordination were sarah ott 

’10 and current student Melissa Snyder. Krise 

is now serving as the pastor of Trinity United 

Church of Christ in Centre Hall, Pa., where she 

was installed in February 2011.

                   

births
William mumaw ’03 and his wife, Laura, 

welcomed their first child Dec. 22, 2010. 

Benjamin William was born at 7:44 a.m. and 

was 4 lbs. 6 oz. 

erica alderdice Birkner ‘04 and her husband, 

David, became the proud parents of their son, 

Christian, Sept.19, 2009. He weighed 6 lbs. 

6 oz. and was 19” long. allison Bauer ’05 

performed Christian’s Service of Baptism in 

June 2010.

Barbara hines Kennedy ’04 and her 

husband, Ed, welcomed their baby girl, Sonia 

Janelle, on July 3, 2010. Sonia weighed 7 lbs. 

10 oz. and was 20.5 inches long.

amanda (mandi) richey ’06 and her 

husband Matthew announced the arrival 

of their new little bundle of joy, Emmett 

Matthew. Emmett was born at 1:34 p.m. June 

18, 2010. He weighed 9 lbs. 14.2 oz. and was 

21.5 inches long. Matthew recently accepted 

a new position, and the Richey family will be 

making their new home in Austin, Texas.

Ben glaser ’09 and his wife, Brandy, 

welcomed a new baby boy to the family, 

Iain Raymond Glaser, who joins big sisters 

MacKenzie, 2, and Lily, 4. See his class note 

for more news.

mark mong ’09 and his wife, Elizabeth, 

welcomed their new son Robert Isaac June 25, 

2010. He weighed 7lbs. 3 oz. and was 19.5 

inches long. Robert joins big brother Billy who 

is in kindergarten.
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alumnae/i notes

in memory

Willis a. mcgill ’36

New Wilmington, Pa.

Dec., 3, 2009

Jesse r. lonsinger ’41

Browns Mill, N.J.

Nov. 23, 2009

C. Kenneth Weber ’41

New Hope, Pa.

Jan. 22, 2011

Kenneth p. rutter ’42/’43

Greensburg, Pa.

April 24, 2010

J. Wiley prugh ’44

Greenville, Tenn.

Sept. 15, 2010

hugh e. marsh ’45

Lindsborg, Kan.

Feb. 21, 2010

david l. Zacharias ’45

Dallas, Texas

Dec.15, 2010

Cletus v. Baker ’48

Zelienople, Pa.

May 22, 2010

J. Kenneth Brand ’49

Chesterfield, Mich.

Sept. 23, 2010

evlyn Wehling fulton ’49

Florissant, Mo.

Sept. 19, 2010

roger B. simpson ’50

DeLand, Fla.

May 5, 2010

Janet hogue Barber ’52

Los Gatos, Calif.

April 30, 2008

arthur r. day Jr. ’52

West Newton, Pa.

Nov. 1, 2009

franklin C. george ’52

Philadelphia, Pa.

garth g. Barber ‘53

Highlands Ranch, Colo.

Oct. 16, 2010

Carl h. lenz Jr. ’53

Moon Township, Pa.

Aug. 30, 2010

helen voelker ’53

Cranberry Township, Pa. 

2010

robert C. Curry ’54

Springfield, Va.

July 3, 2010

James m. shaffer ’54

Columbia, S.C. 

Sept. 27, 2010

James r. tilton ’54

Prairie Village, Kan.

Jan. 18, 2011

richard (robby) e. robinson

   ’55 

San Antonio, Texas

June 8, 2007

richard h. symons ’55

Wilmington, Del. 

2009

frank s. vigh ‘55

Tennessee

Feb. 14, 2010

virgil ambrose Cruz ’56

Castricum, The Netherlands 

May 23, 2010

dale scott george ’56

Lexington, Ky. 

Dec. 11, 2010

ellsworth Cornell ’57

Sharpsville, Pa.

Nov. 10, 2010

emil edward haering iii ’57

Burton, Mich.

April 5, 2010

John Walter irwin ’58

Saint Louis, Mo.

Jan. 7, 2010

f. William palmer ’58

Rochester Hills, Mich.

Sept. 22, 2010

William h. thomas ’59

Duquesne, Pa. 

July 20, 2010

david s. lodge ’60

Glendale, Ariz.

Sept. 24, 2010

Warren Kievit alnor ’61

Wilcox, Neb. 

Dec. 29, 2009

James l. mawhinney ’61

Auburndale, Fla. 

May 15, 2010 

stephen s. dixon ’62

Dallas, Texas 

Jan. 16, 2011

robert edson (ed) reed ’63

Fostoria, Ohio

Nov. 24, 2010

l. Jalik petty ’76

Augusta, Maine

Aug. 7, 2010

Werdie s. van arsdale Jr. ’76 

Clarksville, Ind.

Aug. 2, 2010

susan l. nelson ’79

Pittsburgh, Pa.

Nov. 4, 2010

donald W. Beers ’84

Belvidere, N.J. 

May 18, 2010 

Kenneth p. Crawford ’98

Worthington, Pa.

June 26, 2010

dennis J. Bradley ’05

Pittsburgh, Pa.

Dec. 10, 2010

sunil Jayantha ambagaspitiya 

   ’08

Singapore

2009
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Graduation 
SChedule
thursday, June 2: *service of thanksgiving
6:30 p.m.

 Speaker: The Rev. Dr. Steven Tuell, James A. Kelso  

  Associate Professor of Hebrew and Old Testament 

 Hicks Memorial Chapel

friday, June 3: 215th Commencement
11:00 a.m. 

 alumnae/i and awards Brunch

 Kadel Dining Room

4:00-6:00 p.m.

 dinner

 Pre-paid Tickets Required

5:15 p.m.

 graduates robe

 Chapel off the Narthex, East Liberty Presbyterian Church

5:30 p.m. 

 individual pictures

 The Garth, Lower Level Courtyard, ELPC 

6:00 p.m.

 group pictures

 Penn Avenue Entrance Steps, ELPC

7:00 p.m. 

 *215th Commencement Ceremony

 Speaker: The Rev. Dr. James Miller  

  Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, Tulsa, Okla.

 Sanctuary, ELPC

8:30

 reception

 Social Hall, ELPC

Shuttles between PTS and ELPC begin at 5:00 p.m. and run through 

10:00 p.m.

* Event open to the public

jo Ann griffith ’59
member, The john S. mcmillan 
Planned giving Society

Growing up in a Presbyterian pastor’s 

home, Jo Ann enjoyed many 

opportunities to interact with 

missionaries from around the world. Their 

stories of living as a witness for Christ 

among people from different nations 

eventually led her to a deep interest in 

Africa.

As a freshman at Erskine College in 1952, 

Jo Ann heard the Rev. Dr. W. Donald 

McClure ’34 speak about his mission work in the Sudan and 

discerned her own missionary calling. After finishing college, she 

enrolled at then Pittsburgh-Xenia Theological Seminary and earned 

a master’s degree in religious education. Her years at P(X)TS 

prepared her to leave for Ethiopia in 1959 as a missionary of the 

(former) United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.

At three different locations in Africa, Jo Ann taught English, Bible, 

and home economics, all the while learning what it means to be a 

“living sacrifice.” In Addis Ababa, she taught at the Annie Campbell 

George Memorial Girls School and in 1963 became assistant 

director. 

In 1970, Jo Ann assumed duties at Bethel Evangelical Secondary 

School in Dembi Dollo, a district capital in western Ethiopia. She 

lived in a dormitory with 36 girls at BESS—one of the few church-

related schools in rural Ethiopia not confiscated by the government 

during the Marxist revolution. 

Jo Ann retired to South Carolina after 40 years as a missionary in 

Africa. “Mission to me,” she explains, “means living out, in a 

specific geographical context and through a particular task, the 

command of Christ to be a witness to him. This means struggling 

with others for answers to the problems they face, suffering with 

them in times of difficulty, and enjoying life with them, too.” 

Though Jo Ann would be the last person to seek attention for her 

service, Pittsburgh Seminary recognized her in 2007 as Distinguished 

Alumna in Mission.

For information on how you can join Jo Ann in passing on your gifts 

to the next generations of mission-oriented Christian leaders by 

becoming a member of The John S. McMillan Planned Giving 

Society of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, please contact Nancy 

Hammond, administrative assistant, at 412-924-1376 / 

nhammond@pts.edu, or the Rev. Carolyn Cranston ’99, director of 

alumnae/i and church relations, at 412-924-1375 / 

ccranston@pts.edu.
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These things I have spoken to 
you, that My joy may be in you, 
and that your joy may be made 
full.
    John 15:11
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